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                                 Introduction 

 

Literature is a kind of beautiful art which is perfectly sculptured by many 

acknowledged artists i.e. writers, who have a knack on Literature. In that way of giving knack 

on Literature, the writers of English Literature are like the pearls of the deep sea. One can find 

Literature in life and life in Literature. The answer you get from Literature depends upon the 

question you pose . Old English Literature, or Anglo-Saxon Literature, included the surviving 

Literature written in Old English in Anglo-Saxon England, in the period after the settlement of 

the Saxons and other Germanic tribes in England (Jutes and the Angles) c. 450, and after the 

withdrawal of the Romans, and ending soon after the Norman Conquest in 1066. Those works 

include genres such as epic poetry, geography, sermons, Bible translations, legal works, 

chronicles and riddles. 

In all there are about 400 surviving manuscripts from the period. The Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle is a great collection of annals in Old English, from the 9th century, that chronicle is 

the history of the Anglo-Saxons. In English culture, oral tradition is very strong and most 

literary works are written to be performed. Epic poems are very popular among those days, and 

some of the greatest works including Beowulf, have survived to the present day. Beowulf is the 

most famous work in Old English, and it has achieved national epic status in England. The only 

surviving manuscript is the Nowell Codex, the precise date of which is debated, but most 

estimates place it close to the year 1000. Beowulf is the conventional title, and its composition 

is dated between the 8th and the early 11th century. The story of English Literature begins with 

the Germanic tradition of the Anglo-Saxon settlers. Beowulf always stands at first. 
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Literature has many different genres. The major Literatures written in English outside 

the British Isles are treated separately under American Literature, Australian Literature, 

Canadian Literature, and New Zealand Literature, Children’s Literature. 

Literature represents a people, the language they have spoken, their culture and 

tradition. But, literature is more important than only focusing on a historical or cultural art and 

facts of the particular region. It introduces us to new worlds of experience and through that 

experience we may even grow and evolve through our literary journey with books. 

Ultimately, we may discover meaning in literature by looking at what the author says and how 

he/she says it. We may interpret the author’s message and criticise it. 

In academic circles, the decoding of the text is often carried out through the use of 

literary theory, using a mythological, sociological, psychological, historical or other approach. 

Whatever critical measurements we use to discuss and analyse literature, there is still an 

artistic quality to the works that always keeps the work in the top notch. Literature is the 

reflection of life which is important to us because it speaks to us, it is universal and it affects 

us. “The difficulty of literature is not to write, but to write what you mean; not to affect your 

reader, but to affect him precisely as you wish” - Robert Louis Stevenson (Definition: What is 

literature). 

Every country has its own literature and its own area of focus. For example, African 

literature has grown dramatically in quantity and in recognition, with numerous African works 

appearing in western academic curricula. Every literature has its own features. Though 

African literature is labelled as dark literature, it is definitely not in the literary sense. 

Because it has given as many works as exactly how other literatures are dealing with social 

problems such as corruption, economic disparities, modernity, socialism, individualism and 

the like. 
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Similarly, Southern Literature (sometimes called the Literature of the American South) 

is defined as American Literature about the Southern United States or by writers from this 

region. Characteristics of Southern Literature include focus on a common southern history, the 

significance of family, a sense of community and one’s role within it, the region’s dominant 

religion and the burdens, the rewards religion often brings, issues of racial tension, land and 

the promise it brings, a sense of social class and place and the use of the southern dialect 

{Southern Literature - Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia). 

Latin American literature encompasses the national literature of South and Central 

America, Mexico, Cuba, Peru, and some parts of the West Indies. Latin American literature 

rooted from European language and writes mostly about the land and culture of Europe. 

Sixteenth century European travellers wrote the first texts about Latin America and later the 

land was highlighted by its own writers in their writings. Andres Bello was considered the 

first Latin American author to transform the land into literature. Latin American literature was 

mostly about the themes and images drawn from its physical landscape. Brazilian literature is 

quite different from this. Geographically, Brazil was a part of Latin America but colonised by 

the Portuguese, and its national language is not Spanish but Portuguese. And so Brazilian 

Literature became most important with the combination of Latin American spirit and 

Portuguese language and culture. 

Politics influenced Latin American Literature. During the pre-colonial literature, there 

were many different styles and languages in use. Universities followed indigenous and non- 

colonial languages in the academic side. Writers during the colonial periods mostly have 

written on the harsh and unfair treatments they have undergone. In the 18th century, writers 

were influenced by church languages. Then in the 19th century, independence was declared to 

Latin American colonies. In the post-colonial period the writers were ignited with the spirit of 

rebellion, and in their writings, they reflected their lives and concerns of Latin Americans. 
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The 19th century of Latin American literature was more unromantic and realistic 

though European literature holds the origination of romantic literature. During the second half 

of the twentieth century, the elements of realistic narratives such as magic realism, mysticism 

and spirituality became common features in the works of many Latin American writers. 

After the Cold War (1947-1989), and the Dirty War (1974-1983), Latin Americans 

were enjoying their days with increasing economic growth and a new-found enthusiasm, 

which rose to a new literary movement called the Boom. During the 1960s and 1970s the 

Boom writers flourished and the majority of their works got published. Writers like Jorge Luis 

Borges, Carlos Fuentes, Juan Carlos Onetti, and Gabriel Garcia Marquez have received great 

recognition and have been internationally awarded for their contributions to world literature. 

These writers were super influenced by earlier European and American writers such as James 

Joyce, William Faulkner, Virginia Woolf, and Henry James who experimented with 

chronology, and novelistic structure. Latin American literature in Spanish was often called by 

critics as “Spanish American” or “Hispanic American” literature. 

As Jyoti stated in her thesis Mystical quest in the novels of Paulo Coelho, though Latin 

Americans were experiencing happy days of their commercial growth, the writers and their 

works moved away by portraying the positive sides of Latin America and did only write about 

the torments faced by and injustices that people were suffering across Latin America. 

And the 1970s and 1980s of Latin American literature is about dictatorships, economic 

turmoil and Dirty Wars. 

The Boom writers have chosen common essential characteristics in all their works, 

though the writers’ production was large, with diverse subject matter, and literary themes. 

The writers of the Boom demonstrated keen interest. They were breaking narrative devices 
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associated with highly traditional literature, especially the realistic approach maintained 

throughout most of the twentieth century. These writers were impacted by the European and 

American Literature produced during the first and second World Wars. The literary 

investigation and experimentation of these writers took various forms. This literary period, 

named Vanguard, was highly experimental. This context is well described in the words of 

Debora Chon in her work, The Latin American Literary Boom and U.S. Nationalism during 

the Cold War: 

The rise of the boom in the United States was both fuelled, and hampered by 

the Cuban Revolution. It was also perfectly timed to capitalize on the increasing 

vogue for Latin American culture in the United States. For the writers of the 

Boom, critical recognition of their work was indispensable to the growth of 

their international profile. Contemporary politics were likewise involved: the 

career trajectories of these writers were caught up in the dynamics of U.S. 

(2012: 4). 

The pre-Boom writers also known as Surrealist fiction writers were Alejo Carpentier, 

Miguel Angel Asturias et al. who focussed on native culture in their works. Though they have 

adopted being Surrealistic in nature, they concentrated on Latin American societies, and 

offered in-depth analysis of native cultural substrata, and the rich indigenous mythology. 

They were also significant because, unlike the older French surrealist models, their writings 

retain a fresh outlook, perhaps because of their strong basis in Latin American culture. These 

influenced writers continued to be models for writers of later generation writers in Latin 

America. Most of the Latin American writers have written fluently in English and Spanish, 

because mostly the Latin American writers have spent time in Europe, especially in France. 
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During the New Novel Period, Latin American writers were particularly influenced by 

the French Literature. The new novel completely changed the literary scene dramatically and 

took Gabriel García Márquez, Carlos Fuentes, Julio Cortazar, Mario Vargas Llosa and Jose 

Donoso onto the international literary platform. These writers were inspired by Joyce, Conrad, 

Woolf, Mann, Sartre, Faulkner, etc. and their works were focused on not only social and local 

issues but also universal and metaphysical themes. That is why the characteristic features of 

Latin American literature were the combination of both the European and American literature. 

Essentially three characteristic features that were associated with the Boom period in 

Latin America. These three characteristics were traced in the works of James Joyce, Jean Paul 

Sartre and William Faulkner respectively. 

First, in the early twentieth century, James Joyce, the Irish novelist became one of the 

earliest literary models for Latin American writers. The novel Ulysses made a great imprint on 

the Latin American budding writers, which paved the way for the exploration of two 

prominent literary components such as the use of language and psychological depiction of 

characters through a literary device called ‘stream of consciousness technique.’ 

Secondly, the character’s psychological approach in Latin American works showcases 

the existentialism of Jean Paul Sartre. The characters experience serious crises in nightmares 

which make the character see the blurred line between reality and imagination. Unusual events 

that occurred in the plot paved the way to the characters’ behaviour and development of the 

plot. These events introduced the elements such as fantastic or magical realism. 
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And the third is about the geographical setting, that is the land and setting of Latin 

America was unique in their novels. Unlike Joyce and Sartre whose characters were 

developed psychologically in the wild environment, American writer William Faulkner 

encouraged the Latin American writers to set their novels within the limits of geography 

which became a symbol of their writings. Verity Smith writes in his Encyclopaedia of Latin 

American Literature, “the land is the main element consolidating the different national 

identities and the principal writers of each emergent country devote parts of their production 

to the evocation of their native land” (1997: 465). 

Post - Boom literature is sometimes characterized by a tendency towards irony and 

towards the use of popular genres, as in the case of the works of Manuel Puig. Some writers 

felt the success of the Boom to be a burden and spiritedly denounced the caricature that 

reduced Latin American Literature to magical realism. Hence the Chilean Alberto Fuguet came 

up with McOndo as an antidote to the Macondo-ism that demanded of all aspiring writers that 

they set their tales in steamy tropical jungles in which the fantastic and the real happily 

coexisted. Other writers, however, have traded on the Boom’s success; for instance Laura 

Esquivel’s Pastiche of magical realism in Como agua para chocolate. 

Overall, contemporary literature in the region is vibrant and varied, ranging from the 

best selling Paulo Coelho and Isabel Allende to the more avant-garde and critically acclaimed 

works of writers such as Diamela Eltit, Giannina Braschi, Luisa Valenzuela, Jorge H.Queirolo, 

Richardo Piglia or Roberto Bolano. Latin American writers mostly written about fictions based 

on the theme and incidents of toilsome journeys and painstaking adventures. 

They also narrate how their characters, amidst their adventures, undertake a quest for many 

things on various planes like physical plane or emotional plane or spiritual plane. 

Consequently, they attain vast knowledge out of their quest. 
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This project titled “Crisis Management in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist” is a’vision’ 

with optimistic words to motivate the person in dejection and raise him to the state of 

enlightenment by dealing with hindrances to the protagonist named Santiago and how he 

handled all the obstacles. The Alchemist is the master piece of Paulo Coelho., translated by 

Alan R. Clarke, published in 1993. He belongs to Latin America. He is a Brazilian novelist 

and lyricist. He is a living author, born on August 24, 1947. Coelho published his first book 

Hell Archives in 1982 that failed to make the impact that he expected. While trying to 

overcome his procrastination about launching his writing career, Coelho decides that "If I see a 

white feather today, which is a sign that God is giving me that I have to write a new book." 

Seeing one in the window of a shop, he began writing that day. He got initiated by the bird and 

started his writing career. Coelho wrote The Alchemist and published it through a small 

Brazilian publishing house that made an initial print run of 900 copies and decided not to 

reprint it. 

The Alchemist is not only an engaging novel for the readers, but also for the author 

because, only after publishing The Alchemist, he started to write at least one novel in every 

two years. The Pilgrimage, Hippie, The Valkyries and Aleph are the autobiographical work. 

Other books, like Maktub, The Manual of the Warrior of Light and Like the Flowing River, 

are collections of essays, newspaper columns, or selected teachings. His work has been 

published in more than 170 countries and translated into eighty-three languages. Together, his 

books have sold three-hundred and twenty millions. On 22 December 2016, Coelho was 

listed by UK-based Company Richtopia at number 2 in the list of 200 most influential 

contemporary authors. 

He finished writing The Alchemist in just two weeks, because the story of The 
 

Alchemist was already written in his soul. In 1994, a comic adaptation was published by 

Alexandre Jubran. HarperOne, a HarperCollins imprint, produced an illustrated version of the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Alchemist_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Valkyries_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleph_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Like_the_Flowing_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HarperCollins
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novel, with paintings by the French artist Mœbius, which but failed to convince Coelho "to 

consent to the full graphic-novel treatment." The Alchemist: A Graphic Novel was published 

in 2010, adapted by Derek Ruiz and with artwork by Daniel Sampere. 

The Alchemist's Symphony by the young Walter Taieb was released in 1997 with the 

support of Paulo Coelho, who wrote an original text for the CD booklet. The work has eight 

movements and five interludes. In 2002, a theatrical adaptation of The Alchemist was produced 

and performed in London Since then there have been several productions by the Cornish 

Collective. A later London performance was visited by the producer Ashvin Gidwani who, 

finding it “verbose but colourful”, decided to commission a new 90-minute version of the book 

from Deepa Gahlot for the Indian stage. This was eventually launched in 2009. 

The writing style of Coelho is in uncomplicated words, dramatic narrations, optimistic 

conversations between characters, concise and clear, thoughtful and philosophical. It always 

seems that an insightful lesson is being conveyed through the straightforward sentences and 

dialogue which makes the readers understand the depth of the story and themes easily. He 

succinctly conveyed the significant message in a prudent manner. He gives value to emotions, 

spirituality, philosophy, geographical description, magic and realism, traditions and custom 

While Coelho’s novels are not usually abundant in descriptive or flowery language, 

the theme and subject matter of the novel is more prominent and never lost in profuse 

elaborations on the details of the setting or characters or even while describing the 

geographical view of the place he stated in the story. This adds to the power of the few but 

dominant instances where the attention to detail provides another experience that adds to the 

main plot of the story. Coelho’s lyrical style of writing is considered by many to be a 

universal language. His simplicity and poetic flow allow readers to easily watch the 

development of characters, and experience the action of the story alongside them as they 

found no difficulties with the words; they were not probably distracted by using the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Giraud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Taieb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deepa_Gahlot
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dictionary often and concentrated on the story line from the first to last page of the book. 

Coelho is not only unique in his stories’ subject matter, but also his straightforward delivery.  

Culture is that complex whole which includes knowledge, beliefs, art, morals, law, 

customs, and any other capacity and habits acquired by man as a member of society. Readers 

can also trace multiculturalism in Coelho’s novels. The cultural and religious chaos which is 

depicted in his novels reveals the absorbent and understanding of cultural solvency of 

different societies which he came through. Cultural background thus acts as a prominent 

factor in shaping the beliefs of any individual. “Paulo showed the trait of an original way of 

thinking”. (Morais 36). He had always been a man of paradoxes. Arias says about Coelho that, 

He is a Brazilian and a Brazilian as per Coelho is someone, living in a 

permanent breeding ground, in a mixture of races unique in the world, with 

African, indigenous Brazilian, Japanese, European influences. It’s that mix of 

thousand things that’s taught us Brazilians to be tolerant with the spiritual 

world, with all the magic that manifests through the basic symbols of music, 

dance and poetry. (Coelho 154) 

Gautam and Upadhyay in their Journal say that, “Paulo Coelho’s books have become a sort of 

universal literature but the place where he was born matters a lot in moulding his thoughts and 

literary aptitude”. (Gautam and Upadhyay, 2020) The social and religious chaos which is 

depicted in his novels reveals the osmosis process of imbibement of cultural solvency of 

different societies which Coelho came across and which finally led to the filtration of his soul. 

The concrete deposition of life instances made most of the characters of his novels unable to 

understand the core ingredient of life and this opaqueness is the biggest hurdle to reach their 

goal. The ideal philosophy and subject matter covered in his books touch the aspirations of 

millions of readers searching for a spiritual path and new ways of understanding the world. 
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Fulco’s in his Paulo Coelho as in-depth author study says that, 

 

Coelho’s lyrical style of writing is considered by many to be a universal 

language. His simplicity and poetic flow allow readers to easily watch the 

development of characters, and experience the action of the story alongside 

them. Coelho is not only unique in his stories’ subject matter, but also his 

straightforward delivery. (Fulco, 2009) 

Paulo Coelho’s work can be studied under Latin American Literature, which consists of 

literature written in several languages like Spanish and Portuguese. It encompasses the national 

literature of South and Central Mexico, Cuba Puerto Rico and other parts of the West Indies. 

These facts and figures can do proper justice for the concept of multiculturalism in his works. 

As Stritch explained that a work becomes world literature when it has to offer something to the 

world without which the overall spirit of humanity would not become complete, when its roots 

are finally embedded in the soil of the nation yet its crown reaches high into the space of 

external humanity when it is fed by the blood of the nation yet it is infused with the spirit of 

general humanity. 

The theme of the research paper “Crisis Management” focuses on the optimistic way of 

handling hard days, roguish roads, obstacles, strange places, insane characters by the 

protagonist who is young in age and acknowledged only through the books he read to kill his 

boring days. In this contemporary world, people are complaining about the stress they are 

undergoing in daily lives. Though the problems can be handled in an utmost easy way, people 

are always pessimistic and create a bad aura everywhere around the places they have walked. 

Protagonist named Santiago of the novel The Alchemist left his home, the only asset he 
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possessed was sheep and his parents to reach his destiny. He might know that following one’s 

personal legend in a strange land is not so going to be easy in the way he assumes, but he made 

a strong determination to proceed on his goal. 

As a title justification a reviewer names Himanush Singhala says that, 

 

Alchemist means a person who has the magical powers and techniques to 

change anything into gold. Basically the main idea which the author wants to 

deliver is- to listen to your heart and just start on your journey towards the 

destiny. Author focuses on the voice of your heart and your duty to follow it. 

These kinds of people have the true power to change anything into gold. This 

is a book which awakens you and makes you feel your need to search for your 

destiny and go on the journey. (Singhala, 2017) 

For The Alchemist, Coelho adapts four principles from the tale: the personal quest, the 

awareness of omens, the soul of the world, and the idea of listening to one’s heart as a guide. 

The protagonist here has faced so many obstacles given by humans, the almighty, natural 

forces and five elements of the world in all the sides wherever he set his path to lead his 

destiny. But at the end of the novel, he achieved his dream however tough his journey was. 

As how usually Paulo Coelho is seeding strong motivation in his readers’ minds through his 

novels, in The Alchemist also he exhibited how one’s hard days have to be handled in a 

philosophic manner like the protagonist of the novel did. The novel has become a modern 

classic, and Coelho is now one of the most widely read of Latin American authors. He has 

changed the lives of many readers by encouraging them to rediscover themselves through 

personal journeys. 

Silvie Antony, the researcher writes that, 
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Coelho’s books become an instrument of self-discovery, and acquire a spiritual 

character. Through his writings he sends out a simple message that happiness 

lies in finding oneself. Precisely speaking, he is an author in search of himself. 

He upholds this search for total consciousness of himself as his spiritual quest, 

which evidently is a trait formulating his literary truth. (Antony, 2015) 

The dissertation is divided into five chapters. Among those, the first one deals with the 

definition of literature, origin of Latin American literature and works of Paulo Coelho. The 

second one is about the crisis faced by the protagonist of the novel. Third chapter describes the 

will power of the protagonist, the way he handled the crisis, things and persons who have 

shaped the way of the protagonist towards his personal legend. The fourth chapter is about the 

semi-autobiographical elements contained in the novel The Alchemist, and tells about how the 

author’s life relates to the story of the novel he has written. And the final and fifth chapter is 

about summing up all four chapters related to the theme of the dissertation “Crisis 

management of Santiago in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist”. The main objective of this 

dissertation is to state the optimistic mindset of the protagonist Santiago even after facing 

many hindrances on his way towards his personal legend and the way he has handled the crisis 

steadfastly. 
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Obstacles of Santiago 

 

The Alchemist is an outstanding example of Paulo Coelho, which is the secret mantra of 

how to succeed in one’s life. The story is about a young shepherd named Santiago who has left 

his home, sheep he possessed, his parents, his land to pursue his goal. His goal is to find the 

hidden treasure in a new country, that is Pyramid where he never been to. Though he wishes to 

wander around the world accompanying his sheep to many green meadows for food and 

shelter, dessert is something very strange for him. But at last after facing so many struggles 

from new places, new people, new customs and tradition of the certain place where he has to 

travel to lead his goal, he successfully found the treasure. The novel narrates the journey he 

encountered and obstacles he faced in his way to attain his hard goal. 

Paulo Coelho’s novels are intriguing, captivating and consuming and his characters, be 

it a male or a female, and have an earnest desire to follow their dream. Thus, they are able to 

give new meaning and new dimensions to their own existence. Throughout these novels, we 

find the protagonists find themselves, their identity, their self esteem and self-actualization by 

fulfilling their goals. Coelho does not succumb to the temptation of prescribing new modes of 

behaviors, but he poses them as possible alternatives in our quest for love, happiness and 

contentment. 

Santiago is a well-determined young shepherd, who is curious to learn and discover 

new things. “I’m an adventurer, looking for treasure”, he said to himself. (Coelho 41) He 

wishes to wander around the world, but meanwhile his parents’ wishes for him to be a priest. 

But Santiago is not ready to give-up his passion though it sounds meaningless. “The people 

who come here have a lot of money to spend, so they can afford to travel. Amongst us, the 
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only ones who travel are the shepherds”, says his father (Coelho 09). “Well, then I’ll be a 

shepherd”, says Santiago (Coelho 09). Ever since his childhood, he wanted to know the world, 

and this was much more important to him than knowing God and learning about man’s sins. 

The life changing moment that happened to him is when he dreamt the same dream twice in a 

different moment and place. 

The child went on playing with Santiago’s sheep for quite a while and suddenly, the 

child took the both hands of Santiago and transported him to the Egyptian Pyramids, and the 

child said that if he came there to Egyptian Pyramid he would find a treasure. This is the 

dream that Santiago had. He was very confused with that dream. He was left puzzled because 

he had that same dream twice. Nothing should happen twice unless it has something to teach 

the person. He lived in the fields of Andalusian with his sheep. To know more and the 

meaning of his dream, he travelled Tarifa to meet a gypsy woman, who could interrupt 

people’s strange dreams. Gypsy woman heard his dream and made him still more confused 

after telling the meaning of the dream he had. She said that, “It’s a dream in the language of 

the world.” (Coelho 13) Gypsy woman said to him that he should go to the Pyramid where 

his treasure would be found. She also asked for one tenth of the treasure that he is going to 

find in the Pyramid. 

The first hindrance he faced while following his destiny is, he could not realise how 

important his dreams are. He was not very interested in his dream till he met Melchizedek, one 

of the most important characters of the novel. Only after his coming, Santiago realized the 

importance and meaning of the dream he had and the purpose of his own life. He introduced 

many things to Santiago and taught about the language of the world, soul of the world, the 

world of power over nature and the beginner’s luck. Melchizedek acted as an advisor to him. 

His message and strong enlightening words seemed to carry on with Santiago and made him to 

realize his dream. Melchizedek introduced himself to Santiago as the king of 
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Salem, he appeared only briefly in the entire book, but considered as an important position in 

the novel. 

Santiago met Melchizedek when he was at the local market, trying to trade his old 

book for a new one, and just as he was becoming absorbed in it, an old man who was sitting in 

the same bench where Santiago was there, he asked him what he was reading. When Santiago 

showed it to him, the old man said that the book is important but irritating. The old man 

continued talking and said that the book is nothing but describing its characters' inability to 

choose their own Personal Legend. He also said that everyone in the book believed the world's 

greatest lie: that as people get older, they lose control of their futures and their lives are 

directed only by fate. 

At first Santiago did not consider Melchizedek as a normal human being and not cared 

to pay attention to his words. But when Melchizedek started to show his real mystical power 

and the purpose to Santiago, he found himself astonished. When Santiago asked where he's 

from, the old man replied that he's from many places but was born in a place called Salem. 

The old man said that he was a king in Salem and introduced himself as Melchizedek. He 

extended an offering to help Santiago for finding the hidden treasure in exchange for one-

tenth of his sheep. Then Melchizedek took a stick and wrote in the sand the name of 

Santiago's hometown, his parents' names, and the name of the merchant's daughter. While he 

was writing, Melchizedek's cape opened to his eyes, which revealed a blinding light. 

The destiny, Melchizedek said is that, “It’s what you have always wanted to 

accomplish. Everyone, when they are young, knows what their destiny is.” (Coelho 20) He 

said, even from one’s childhood, the person once after discovering his destiny, he was 

absolutely ready to encounter the journey he supposed to take to achieve his destiny, but 
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there a mystic force have appeared and to convince the person that it would be impossible to 

begin one’s journey towards his goal. And later, the person who found his destiny in his 

childhood, turned into a negative way to give up his goal just because of the wrong guidance of 

the mystic force. The mystic force there played a crucial role to shatter one’s personal legend. 

Coelho says, 

 

Whoever you are, or whatever it is that you do, when you really want 

something, it’s because that desire originated in the soul of the universe. 

It’s your mission on earth. (Coelho 21) 

Melchizedek made Santiago to finally realise the importance of his personal legend that 

he should lead however, without any excuses to find who he is and what is his purpose in this 

beautiful world. To realise one’s own destiny that one has to achieve is a person’s only real 

obligation, and so Melchizedek wants Santiago to know this before he sets his path towards the 

destiny. 

Melchizedek appeared in front of Santiago to make him believe in himself. He did the 

same to a miner just a week before; he shared the story to Santiago. A week before he had been 

forced to appear in front of a miner in the form of stone. The miner was in search of an 

emerald. He had been working for five years in the certain river, he was exhausted, and he 

could not trace the emerald. When he was about to give-up, there appeared Melchizedek. 

Since the miner had sacrificed everything that he possessed, Melchizedek did that. He 

transformed himself into a stone and reached the miner’s foot by rolling towards him. The 

frustrated miner threw the stone with his full body force and the stone broke into pieces and 

that is what the embedded stone, the most beautiful Emerald in the world. He came into the 

lives of the people whoever with a clear goal to pursue and whenever they are about to expire 
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or turn their path backwards from their destiny. He said,” Sometimes I appear in the form of a 

solution, or a good idea. At other times, at crucial moment, I make it easier for things to 

happen.”(Coelho 22) 

Melchizedek would guide them by letting them know their own sparks. The wisdom 

that he seeded in his mind is to listen to his own heart, and follow omens. Melchizedek asked 

Santiago to give him the one-tenth of his flock to him if Santiago wanted to know more about 

the treasure. Santiago agreed, Melchizedek asked him to meet him the next day at the same 

time with one-tenth of his flock. When Santiago was about to go to his friend’s castle, he 

detoured to the top of the city to find some peace. From there he could see Africa from a 

certain distance. He started to think of his treasure along with Melchizedek’s optimistic words. 

. He knew that the people called that wind as levanter, because with it the Moors had come 

from the Levant. “Here I am between my flock and my treasure”, the boy thought. (Coelho 26) 

He picked his treasure, the right choice he made. 

The next day, Santiago met Melchizedek at noon with his six sheep to trade over . 

Santiago told him that one of his friends bought all the rest of the sheep he had with him the 

next moment. “This is what principle of favourability”, said Melchizedek. Whenever the 

person opened up to play the cards first time, definitely it meant that he would be the winner 

of that game, so called Beginner’s luck. If the person is set to have clear goal with 

determinant, omens support, beginner’s luck and self-confidence, he would accomplish his 

task. 

Melchizedek told Santiago that the treasure is in Egypt, near the pyramids, and that he 

could find it by following the omens. And also Melchizedek gave two precious gifts to 

Santiago that would support him whenever he was distracted or felt low in his psyche for some 

reason or other. He opened his cape and removed one black stone and one white stone 
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from the centre of his breastplate, which he called Urim and Thummim. The black stone stands 

for "yes" and the white stone for "no," he said, advising Santiago to rely on the stones when he 

couldn't read the omens. Melchizedek also advised him not to forget the language of omens, 

and to follow your Personal Legend through to its conclusion. When he bid Santiago farewell, 

Melchizedek recalled giving advice to Abraham and apologized to God for his vanity. 

The name Melchizedek, Hebrew for "righteous is my king," comes from the Old 

Testament, in which a character by that name is identified as the king of Salem (another name 

for Jerusalem) and a priest of God in the time of Abraham. Because the Melchizedek of The 

Alchemist recalls charging Abraham his one-tenth fee, we can assume that he is the same 

Melchizedek.(Definition:Cliffsnotes) By including biblical allusions, it was proved that author 

taking the content of the novel in a spiritual way also. 

The second thing that had been hindering towards his goal is fear of facing the 

challenges. The fear of Santiago to proceed further after a tremendous loss made him to be 

more reluctant to set the confident path towards his journey to Europe. The fear of defeat was 

the main reason that dissuaded people with a strong goal to prolong their personal legend. 

Unless one’s self-determinant was not there, the person could never break the chain of fear and 

he would permanently be bound by the tow of fear. One should remember that facing ups and 

downs in life is a regular thing and should never give-up the goal just because of single 

careless mistakes done by him. Life is an act of faith. People who do things always in a very 

cautious manner would never go beyond the limit. They do not even live their life to the fullest 

at all. 

After Tarifa, Santiago reached Tangier, a city in Morocco, “A practice of infidels” he 

said to himself. He felt terribly ill and lonely in that strange land. He has never crossed Spain 
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though he wished to travel around the places to discover things. So, Tangier scared him. 

Another barrier he found in Tangier is unknown language. He spoke only Spanish, Portuguese, 

and Latin. His knowledge was acquired only by reading random books, whenever he 

wandered with his sheep. But in Tangier, people have spoken only Arabic. Tarifa is a land 

against liquor. He did not care about missing his favourite wine, being in a strange land with 

new customs, tradition, and language; all he had in his mind is to pursue his goal. 

Santiago convinced himself by having faith in money. He said money has some magical 

part in it that could be common to all people though they were following different customs and 

languages. He may not know the language of Tangier, but Tangier knows the language of 

money. 

Santiago entered into a bar, asked for a wine but they had only tea. It turned out to be a 

bitter tea. He met a stranger there in a voice of Spanish which relieved him. But he was 

dressed like the Tangier people. Santiago, the innocent young boy believed the stranger and 

considered him as his new mate in the strange land, however he did not know that by the end 

of the day that friend would turn into a robber. He shared his entire destiny to Pyramid and 

when the stranger told that he should have money to travel to the Sahara desert to reach the 

Pyramid, Santiago took money from his pouch and let the stranger count all the money he 

possessed by trading his sheep to his friend and Melchizedek. He believed that the stranger 

could help him by guiding towards his goal as Melchizedek did. The owner of the bar was 

noticing the conversation between Santiago and The robber. He even warned Santiago to be 

cautious to him, because he knew that the man was a robber, but as Santiago did not 

understand Arabic, he could not get the alarm of the owner of the bar. 
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The robber and Santiago left the bar and wandered around the marketplace. Robber was 

having his money already. When Santiago was distracted by a beautiful silver embossed big 

sword, the robber escaped out of his sight with his money. At first Santiago did not come to 

understand that his new friend would be turned into a robber. He thought that he might go 

somewhere and so decided to wait for him for a few minutes. He was standing all alone in the 

midst of the strange Tangier’s market place with an empty pocket. He started to realise his 

biggest error of believing a stranger. He felt ashamed for being insane. He cannot accept that 

unfortunate occurrence. He was completely broken and started to curse himself. 

That morning he had known everything that was going to happen to him as he walked 

through the familiar field. But now, as the sun began to set, he was in a different country, a 

stranger in a strange land, where he couldn’t even speak the language. He was no longer a 

shepherd; he had nothing, not even a single penny to start everything over. From the sunrise to 

sunset, his entire life was turned upside down. 

This unfortunate robbery had affected him to the core. He cursed himself. He did not 

even know what to do. He started to feel thirsty and hungry. Now he understood why the 

owner of the bar had been so upset after seeing Santiago was being close with that stranger. He 

was trying to tell him not to trust that man. Santiago realised that he was like everyone else: "I 

see the world in terms of what I would like to see happen and not what actually does." He 

decided to move on from the accident and think positively — to consider himself an adventurer 

rather than a victim. He still believed that when we want something, anyone from the world of 

strange would be there to help him just like Melchizedek did. He thought that the robber would 

be his positive omen like Melchizedek, but that turned vice-versa. 

He suddenly remembered Urim and Thummim, the positive omens he had. Santiago 

took the stones out of his pockets; he decided to do an experiment by using the stones. He 
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was supposed to ask only objective questions while using the two stones. He asked whether he 

was going to find the treasure, but to his surprise, one of the stones felt around from his 

pocket. He did not notice the big hole in his pocket. He knelt down to find Urim and 

Thummim and put them back safely into his pocket. He remembered what Melchizedek said, 

he asked him to learn to understand the language of omens, recognize and follow them. He 

thought some questions should not be asked to the omens just to flee oneself from the 

unfortunate thing that happened to him. 

One had to work hard, think cleaver, and handle the situation brilliantly and to tackle it 

in a better way that could be the only best remedy for that situation. So he promised himself 

not to use the two good omens presented by Melchizedek unless he could not tackle the 

situation. He made sure that he would take his own decision by himself hereafter. The stones 

had told him that Melchizedek was still with him, in the form of Urim and Thummim that 

made him feel more confident. 

Relaxed and unhurried, he resolved that he would walk through the narrow streets of 

Tangier without worrying about the robbers of the strange land because he was walking all 

along with an empty pocket. He was in desperate need of money. He met a Crystal merchant 

that very morning. That crystal merchant had been working there in the same place for thirty 

years. He was an ordinary man, who thought that one day by selling crystals to the buyers, he 

would become rich and have a beautiful woman at his side, but his business was in the dull 

state though he was practicing as a crystal merchant for more than three decades. He usually 

spent his morning observing the passersby, the same as everyday he was looking at the people 

outside from his shop. At that time he noticed a boy with a depressed face seemed to be badly 

in need of food, shelter and money, and he is none other than Santiago. 
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Santiago said to the merchant that he would clean all the crystal in the shop, in 

exchange he asked for some food to eat. He cleaned a few pieces of crystals; the merchant 

called him out to go for lunch and also said, “You didn’t have to do any cleaning. The Koran 

requires me to feed a hungry person”. (Coelho 44) But Santiago was ready to work for him, 

because he wanted money to travel Egypt tomorrow. He still didn’t give up on his dream 

though he was robbed by a stranger. But the actual truth was, Santiago had to work very hard 

for at least an entire year if he would like to make the journey towards Egypt. The merchant 

said, 

Even if you cleaned my crystal for an entire year ... even if you earned a good 

commission selling every piece, you would still have to borrow money to get 

to Egypt. There are thousands of kilometres of desert between here and there. 

(Coelho 44) 

Santiago got disappointed after hearing these impossibilities. He felt broken. The 

merchant took pity on him and he said that he would be ready to give a certain amount to him 

to travel back to Andalusia, but Santiago neglected his offerings and said, “I’ll work for you. I 

need money to buy sheep”. (Coelho 45) 

Santiago had been working for the merchant for almost a month though he knew that it 

was not the thing that he really expected to happen on Tangier, he was happy about earning 

some money and extra knowledge of being a crystal merchant after as a shepherd. Merchant 

also found his help useful; he paid him more as their business got developed a lot. Their shop 

became famous and people gathered to his shop in massive numbers in the street of Tangier. 

Merchant was happy to have Santiago in his shop. Santiago would also share some ideas to 

develop the shop more because by earning more money, selling more crystals, he could get 
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paid more from the merchant which finally led him to start his journey back to his own 

country. 

Santiago learned techniques to attract the buyers. He gave the idea of setting a display 

case for the crystal. But the merchant hesitated to do that, he did not believe things easily. 

The merchant was being little in possessing self-confidence mostly in his lifetime. But the 

 

determinant Santiago pushed the merchant positively and told him the importance of 

attracting customers that would yield more buyers, then income to the shop. If they could 

place the shining crystal in that displayed box, that would attract even the buyers looking from 

long distance, they could spot the shop easily and that attraction would tempt the buyer’s heart 

to own the crystal. Finally he agreed to set the display box. 

Two more months have passed, and the shop now became more famous than it was 

before the time of the display box. Santiago estimated that, if he worked for six more months, 

he could return to Spain and buy sixty sheep, and yet one another sixty sheep. So, in less than a 

year, he would have doubled his flock, and he would be able to do business with the Arabs, 

because he was even ready to speak the strange language that he learnt from the Arabians. 

Egypt was a distant dream for him. But he was anyhow happy in his work and development 
 

of the shop he was working for. 

 

Santiago had given another idea to develop the crystal merchant’s shop. He said that 

they would have serve tea in a crystal glasses, because he said, “Beauty is the great seducer of 

men”. (Coelho 54) But again the merchant hesitated to start things just how he did for the 

display box idea of Santiago. He says that he does not know how to deal with the sudden 

changes if they serve tea in crystal glasses though the decision is right. However at last, 

merchant agreed to sell tea in crystal glasses. They sold in the top of the hill and got much 

positive criticism for their innovative way of selling tea in the valuable and attractive crystal 
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glass. The news got spread over nook and corner, many people climbed up the hill to see the 

shop that was doing something new in a trade that was so old. The merchant now had to hire 

two more employees. 

It had been eleven months and nine days since he had first set foot on the African 

continent. He dressed himself in a complete Arabic manner and learnt Arab fluently. He had 

enough bundles of money to buy himself a hundred and twenty sheep, a return ticket, and a 

license to import products from Africa into his own country. So Santiago had decided to leave 

Tangier, shops and the crystal merchant. Merchant was really not happy about Santiago’s 

decision to leave him; he thought to keep him back always because he is his good omen. 

Now Santiago’s mind was a little relaxed after having confidence to buy whatever he 

wished for. He thought to start from the place where he left. He wanted to get back to his 

journey towards his goal. He remembered the words of Melchizedek, “When you want 

something, all the universe conspires to help you achieve it,” (Coelho 59) Santiago packed all 

his things and left without saying good-bye to the crystal merchant. He didn’t want to cry with 

the other people there. He was going to miss the place and all the good things he learned. He 

was more confident in himself, though, and felt as though he could conquer the world. He held 

Urim and Thummim in his hand; because of those two stones, he was once again on the way 

to his treasure. 

Santiago’s third obstacle on his way to destiny is interference of love. Love was a 

common happy feeling that occurs between two true hearts. Love had been a moral support 

for people who were trying to achieve goals in their life. If one fell in love with their partner, 

automatically their happiness would start to depend on him or her. Love is nothing but 

understanding, sacrifice, loyalty, trust, and moral support. One would become too attached 
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and dependent on the other, in case of love. But definitely that dependency and attachment 

should be on a certain extent. Over dosage of possessiveness would affect the love. In that 

view, here the protagonist was also finding his love in the oasis, in the middle of his journey 

towards the Pyramid. 

Santiago set his path to Al-Fayoum oasis, where he met The Englishman who wanted 

to meet two hundred years old great Alchemist in Al-Fayoum oasis to learn about the secret of 

making The Philosopher’s stone and The Elixir of Life. He believed in omens. All his life and 

all his studies were aimed at finding the one true language of the universe. He had unravelled 

the truths behind important questions, but his studies had taken him to a point beyond which 

he could not seem to go. He had tried in vain to establish a relationship with an alchemist. But 

the alchemists were strange people, who thought only about themselves, and almost refused to 

help him. But by hoping on that two hundred years old alchemist, he had begun his travel to 

Al – Fayom oasis to meet him. People were also telling that returning from an archaeological 

expedition in the desert was a little hard. The Englishman said, 

There is a universal language, understood by everybody, but already forgotten. 

I am in search of that universal language, among other things. That’s why I am 

here. I have to find a man who knows that universal language. An alchemist. 

(Coelho 67) 

Both of them took a caravan that would leave on that night to reach their destination. 

 

They travelled in the caravan along with two hundred people, four hundred animals. It travelled 

during the morning, halted when the sun was at its strongest, and resumed late in the afternoon. 

In the journey, The Englishman and Santiago were trying to know each other, they both shared 

together about their purpose of travel. Nature was also one hindrance for Santiago’s travel. The 

desert was all sand in some stretches, and rocky in others. No matter 
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how many detours and adjustments it made, the caravan moved toward the same compass 

point. Camel driver said, 

Once you get into the desert, there’s no going back. And, when you can’t go 

back, you have to worry only about the best way of moving forward. The rest 

is up to Allah, including the danger. (Coelho 74) 

The Englishman, Camel driver and Santiago became close to each other. Santiago had learned 

about Soul for the world, Philosopher’s stone. The Elixir of Life, language between desert and 

sand in this journey. They have finally reached Al- Fayom oasis. People who have travelled in 

the caravan were feeling happy for reaching safety. 

In one fine night Santiago and The Englishman roamed around the oasis in search of 

the Alchemist, The Englishman had to learn the master work. They found him by asking his 

whereabouts to one of the people in the oasis. But they have told that they could meet him 

only if the alchemist consents. They want to know more about the alchemist so Santiago 

approached a girl dressed in black. She had a vessel on her shoulder, and her head was 

covered by a veil, but her face was uncovered, who was none other than Fatima, the love of 

Santiago’s life. 

The moment he met Fatima seemed to him that time stood still, and the soul of the 

world surged within him. When he made contact into her dark eyes, and saw that her lips were 

poised between a laugh and silence, he learned the most important part of the language that all 

the world spoke- the language that everyone on earth was capable of understanding in their 

heart. It was love, he felt it. She smiled, and that was certainly an omen- the omen he 

had been awaiting, without even knowing he was, for all his life. The omen he had sought to 

find his sheep and in his books, in the crystals and in the silence of the language.
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Love was one of the most pure languages of the world. It required no explanation, just 

as the universe needs none as it travels through endless time. When Santiago felt at that 

moment was that he was in the presence of the only woman of love in his life. She also felt the 

same, what he wished for. He had been told by his parents and grandparents that he must fall 

in love and really would come to know about a person who felt the way that he had felt to 

learn the universal language. Because, when you know that language, it is very happy to 

understand that someone in the world awaits you, whether it is even in the middle of the desert 

or in some great city, love doesn’t care about the place. It was definitely the hands that evoked 

love, and created a twin soul for every person in the world. “Without such love one’s dreams 

would have no meaning”. (Coelho 89) 

Santiago had fallen love with Fatima completely right from the moment he had seen 

her. He sat there by the well for a long time, remembering that one day in Tarifa the levanter 

had brought to him the perfume of that woman, and he did realise that he had loved her before 

he even knew she existed. He knew that his love for her would enable him to discover every 

treasure he had to accomplish and own in his life. Then, The Englishman met the alchemist, 

but he did not help him in the way he had expected, so he was disappointed. The poor 

Englishman had travelled all his way only to hear that he should repeat what he had been 

doing in his life to yield the master work. 

Next day, Santiago met Fatima near the same well where he had met her the previous 

for the first time. He immediately proposed her by saying that, “I want you to be my wife”. She 

was shocked to see his proposal, she did not expect it. Santiago said, 

I am going to wait here for you every day. I have crossed the desert in search 

of treasure that is somewhere near the Pyramids, and for me, the war seemed 

like a curse. But now it is a blessing, because it brought me to you. (Coelho 

91) 
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Santiago then shared with her about his purpose of travelling to Pyramid and the hard 

days he had met while travelling towards his goal and the happy days of shepherding with 

Melchizedek, the king. She was very happy to know about his goal and felt proud that her 

man had some useful goal in his life to achieve. She wanted to support him and be his 

backbone. 

The caravan leader arranged a meeting and said that they could not continue travelling 

because; they did not know when the war would end. War was another hurdle faced by 

Santiago. He felt heartbroken after hearing it. He did not know what to do. He had to wait till 

the war end or to continue travelling by taking any safe route and reach the Pyramid. But all he 

wanted is to be with Fatima, the lady love of his life. 

Santiago was working hard, facing many hurdles on his way to Al-Fayoum, and 

still he knew that he had to face more struggles before he reached the Pyramid. But he was 

mentally ready to give up his goal for his love, which came only after his dream. He preferred 

staying with Fatima than pursuing his dream. But Fatima, the tribe woman, believed in 

Santiago and wanted him to continue his journey and said, “If I am really a part of your dream, 

you’ll come back one day”. (Coelho 93) 

The fourth obstacle in Santiago’s journey was his fear of failure. He had faced so many 

hindrances in all forms. Though he had learned much from his hindrance, he was still afraid to 

face challenges because he did not want to be a man with failures. So he hesitated to do 

challenging tasks on his way to destiny. When for the first time, he hesitated to begin his 

goal; there came Melchizedek to guide him, in that same way, for his second time of hesitation, 

The Alchemist had guided him to reach his final stage of personal legend. 

“When a person really desires something, all the universe conspires to help 

that person to realize his dream”, said the alchemist, echoing the words of the 

old king. The boy understood. Another person was there to help him toward 

his destiny. (Coelho 110) 



31  

As the war was getting very severe and cruel day by day, Santiago decided to cross the 

desert and not to stay in the oasis anymore, he lost his patience after waiting in the same place 

for months. He pursued his journey towards the Pyramid along with the help of the alchemist. 

Now, Alchemist would act as his preacher just how Melchizedek did and made Santiago 

initiate his journey. Alchemist wanted Santiago to come and meet him in the night. They 

began their journey, they mounted on the steed and the alchemist placed his Falcon on his 

shoulder. He said to Santiago, “Show me where there is life out in the desert. Only those who 

can see such signs of life are able to find treasure”. (Coelho111) 

On their way to the desert, Santiago and the alchemist became very close. Santiago 

respected and followed each and every words of the alchemist. He remembered Melchizedek. 

Also many of the alchemist’s philosophical ideas and advice resembled Melchizedek's words. 

The Alchemist taught him about the language of the world. H hase mastered what is the 

language of the world and how to use it exactly. He has also learned language of the love, 

language of the desert, language of the God, language of the omen, language of heart and 

language of nature. Alchemist said, 

Listen to your heart. It knows all the things, because it came from the soul of 

the world, and it will one day return there. You will never be able to escape 

from your heart. So it’s better to listen to what it has to say. That way, you’ll 

never have to fear an unanticipated blow. (Coelho 122) 

Their danger had appeared on the following day. Three armed tribesmen approached, 

and asked what the boy and the alchemist were doing. Alchemist said that they came here for 

hunting. Then that tribesmenn left. Then the second danger approached them in the form of 

hundred horsemen in the dunes. They captured them and took them to military camp. They 

thought that both were spies. They possessed all the gold coins Santiago had. To save them 

from the tribesmen, Alchemist said that, “It’s a man who understands nature and the world. If 

he wanted to, he could destroy this camp just with the force of the wind.” (Coelho 134) 
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Alchemist messed up the thing more badly, Santiago thought. Alchemist said to the 

tribesman that Santiago could transform himself into the wind and through his power he 

would definitely destroy the whole camp without any trace of its past things. Santiago was 

shocked to hear those lies of the Alchemist, because he knew that these were impossible to 

happen. He did not possess any such powers. 

Santiago was an ordinary shepherd not an alchemist who could transfer anything to 

one valuable thing. Now to free himself from the tribesmen, to pursue his goal, to get back to 

Fatima, his parents and sheep he had to transfer himself into wind which is impossible, but 

Alchemist said that it is possible. Only his fear of failure is making Santiago to stop doing it. 

He could definitely change himself into wind, Alchemist believed, because Santiago learned 

the entire important language one could converse with anything in this world. And also he said 

that, 

Well you will have to learn, your life depends on learning it. If no, then you 

will die in the midst of trying to realize your destiny. That’s a lot better than 

dying like millions of other people, who never even knew what their destinies 

were. (Coelho 135) 

His fifth and final obstacle is fear of realising his personal legend. Santiago had 

crossed nearly all his obstacles. The remainder was only to reach Egypt, to see the Pyramid, 

dig for treasure and pack it to his country. He was happy inside for successfully placing in 

Egypt finally. His inner heart still could not believe that he was going to hold what he was 

waiting for since all these months, the struggles he had faced were going to get healed by 

getting the treasure he dreamt for, his happiness knew no bounds. But there appeared robbers 

to make him pause from his happy moment. 
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When Santiago was digging the dunes near Pyramid, robbers appeared and threatened 

him. They beat him severely and took all his money. Once again he was robbed. They tried to 

snatch his treasure also, but when they came to know that this place had no treasure, they left 

the dunes leaving Santiago unconsciously with injuries over his body. 
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                      Crisis Management of Santiago in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist 

 

 
This chapter is dealing with the way that Santiago, the protagonist of the novel The 

Alchemist by Paulo Coelho, is handling the pressure when he is facing the hurdles and hard 

days on his way to achieve his goal. His goal is to own the treasure which he has dreamt 

twice. He initiated his journey after having strong determination, but after facing many 

failures, his heart hesitated to go further. Though people, omens, earthly languages have 

motivated him to attain his goal, he feared to proceed further. Everyone has to face a crucial 

situation, act according to the problem at least once in their life, the significant thing they 

have to have are problem solving skill, clear understanding of the situation, constant mind to 

handle things, faith in one, spiritual belief. 

As people are prone to hardship, Santiago started having troubles in his life while he initiated 

his journey towards the Pyramid, in search of the treasure. He faced many obstacles, initially 

he began his journey with confidence, but days after facing some failures, he lost his hope, 

determination, and courage to venture further. Whenever he felt down, there appeared a good 

omen either in the form of human or animal or bird or even in the form of wind to push him 

towards his goal. “When you really want something, all the universe conspires in helping you 

to achieve it.” (Coelho 21) 

It is the possibility of having a dream come true moment in one’s life that makes them 

happy and adds more interesting episodes to their life. Life without ups and downs is merely 

like food without salt and spice, which have no special moments to cherish, have no stories to 

share to our grandchildren later in our age of grandparents. No matter whom you are and what 

you are up to, if you have a dream and if you truly believe in the possibilities of it, then pursue 

it. Life is always interesting with a dream. 

 
 Success is the result of perfection, hard work, learning from failure, loyalty, and 

persistence. If anyone has a dream, hesitates to believe it, fails to turn it into reality means he 

won’t have the taste of success in his life. The greatness of a person lies when he left indelible 
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prints in the sand of eternity for their followers. They are the one who converted their failures 

into success. Albert Einstein, Booker T.Washington, Charles Darwin, J.K.Rowling are not 

winners unless they have faced failures in their lives. 

Same way as these people, Santiago, a young shepherd, living in Andalusia faced many 

hurdles in his life on his way to achieve his dream. But at first he could not realise his dream. 

He was pushed by an old king named Melchizedek and after his many optimistic and 

philosophical preaching, Santiago initiated his journey confidently. The world’s greatest lie 

Coelho says: “It’s this: that at a certain point in our lives, we lose control of what’s happening 

to us, and our lives become controlled by fate. That’s the world’s greatest lie.” (Coelho 17) But 

Santiago is not a man who can be easily convinced by other people. If he wants to achieve the 

height of the sky, he would definitely succeed, because he is a man of self-determination. 

Everyone might have realised their dream even when they were a young child, but after some 

hard days and hindrances that could be easily solved, made them to believe in their destiny. 

Their dreams faded away because they lost their determinacy, they failed to realize their 

dreams and started leading a simple life, which they don’t deserve. Not only Melchizedek’s 

guidance initiated his heart to follow his dream, but he himself wanted to achieve something in 

his life and he believed in his courage, so strongly that he prepared to set his footprints on the 

way to the Pyramid in Egypt. 

Dreams come through only action. It is always better to say oops than standing simply 

in a corner and just thinking about how he or she is going to achieve a dream. First and 

foremost is, one should have to realise his dream, just as Santiago did. Realization of self is the 

ability to recognize one’s own potential and abilities. The realization of self will bring you 

fulfilment. When a person feels fulfilled they often have a life with more success and 

achievement. The overall point is to set small goals so that you can eventually achieve your 

ultimate goal. Having a purpose in life is a great thing which provides principle, ideas, 

motivations, challenges and finally a reason to live. Believe whatever is possible. It is possible 

because it is a deep desire that has arisen within him. Know that he deserves to have what he 
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really wants. 

Anna Hassapi says, 

 

The Alchemist is an exciting novel that bursts with optimism; it is the kind of 

novel that tells you that everything is possible as long as you really want it to 

happen. That may sound like an oversimplified version of new-age philosophy 

and mysticism, but as Coelho states that simple things are the most valuable 

and only wise people appreciate them. (Hassapi, 2007) 

Yes, simple things are the most valuable matter, which has the possibility for the 

greatest end. Santiago appreciated one of the simple and common things, which occurs in 

every man’s dream. If Santiago failed to appreciate and tried to know the depth meaning of his 

dream, he could not experience many things in his life. He might have missed meeting an old 

king, getting Urim and Thummim, learning to be a merchant, understanding the language and 

soul of the world, meeting a two hundred years old great Alchemist, falling in love, 

transforming himself into wind, finally holding his treasure. So the wise man appreciated a 

simple dream and pursued his dream. 

The second obstacle is fear of facing new challenges after the first failure. Many of us 

have that experience of being in a state of anxiety whenever we have to begin something new 

in our life, because we always have that “what if” in our mind. Our heart is not 100% ready to 

face failure though everyone must have come across the general saying “Failure is the first 

step to success” in our early days. Fear of failure, also called "atychiphobia", is when we 

allow that fear to stop us doing the things that can move us forward to achieve our goals. One 

has to think of the great opportunity which he is going to miss just because of the fear of 

failure. 

Santiago has the same fear of facing the challenges once again which were already 

meant for him, on his way to realise his dream. He was robbed by a stranger in the streets of 

Tangier. He lost all his belongings and money after selling the sheep to Melchizedek. He was 



37  

feeling sorry for himself and lamenting that his life changed so suddenly and so drastically. He 

was ashamed that he wanted to cry. He had never even wept in front of his own sheep. 

But the marketplace was empty, and he was far away from home, so he wept. He wept 

  because God was unfair, and because this was the way God repaid those who believed in their   

  dreams.           

He could not digest what he just faced. He started to feel jealous and hated the people 

who achieved their dreams. He felt distrustful of people because of the one person who 

betrayed him. He was not strong enough to handle any other failures or challenging situations. 

He had decided to hold on to the things he had at that moment, which means he decided to 

give up following his dream of treasure. He says, “I’m too insignificant to conquer the world”. 

(Coelho 37) All he has now is a heavy book, jacket, two stones of Urim and Thummim and a 

heart full of fear to proceed further anymore. To achieve the dream, he must encourage 

himself to continue his journey. He now needs a boosting up tonic like the words of 

Melchizedek, and so God made a meeting between Crystal merchant and Santiago. 

Santiago met Crystal merchant in his crystal shop, where Crystal merchant helped him 

by offering food as Quran requires. Crystal merchant’s shop was an undeveloped one that had 

been in an ordinary state for the past thirty years. But after the arrival of Santiago, many good 

things have happened to him and his shop. Crystal merchant considered Santiago as a good 

omen in his life. Santiago was being innovative and helped for more development in his shop 

like placing a display box for a crystal to attract buyers from distant sight, setting up a new 

shop in the hill with the innovative idea of serving hot tea in a cup of crystal glass, which 

brought more fame to the shop and confidence for the crystal merchant. 

Though Santiago was trying hard and innovative for his shop, the crystal merchant 

was hesitating to try new things. He resisted things because he is content with his small 

business, just as he fears realizing his dream of travelling to Mecca, because he worries that 

he will not have anything to live for when his dream is realized. Days later, Crystal merchant 
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thanked Santiago for being with him these days. He said he was a blessing to him and added 

that only after his arrival he analysed his own limitations freely. He felt more comfortable 

with circumstances staying relatively the same. Merchant’s low level of confidence could be 

easily traced by this attitude. He did not want any changes to be made. Because just like 

Santiago, he feared to face the challenges and failure. He says, “I don’t want to change 

anything, because I don’t know how to deal with change. I’m used to the way I am”. (Coelho 

55) Santiago totally felt strange and confused by his attitude. One could make a comparison 

between Santiago and the crystal merchant in the novel, The crystal merchant also has dreams 

like Santiago, but he is giving excuses for not fulfilling his own dream. He has not even 

initiated a little start to pursue his dream. 

While smoking a hookah in the crystal shop with Santiago, he talks about five 

obligations. He says, 

The prophet gave us the Koran, and left us just five obligations to satisfy 

during our lives. The most important is to believe only in the one true God. 

The others are to pray five times a day, fast during Ramadan, and be charitable 

to the poor. (Coelho 51) 

And the fifth one of the obligations he meant was pilgrimage which every Muslim 

wished in their life at least for once. The pilgrimage is for visiting the holy city of Mecca. He 

said those days after he started the shop, he thought that he would become rich and visit 

Mecca for once. But he could not go because crystals were so precious and he had no one to 

take care of the undeveloped shop for thirty years and so he had no time to go for Mecca 

though it was one of the five obligations in the Koran. This is the level of dedication the 

merchant had on his goal visiting Mecca. 
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Crystal merchant portrays a person whose personal ambitions are held by their goals. 

He is the one who leaves in denial yet he has the potential to grow his opportunities and 

achieve their dreams with ease. When Santiago asked him the reason he could not make the 

trip, it was meaningless. He said that only the thoughts of Mecca are keeping him alive, which 

is what helped him to survive in the midst of the undeveloped shop, boring life. He says that, 

“If my dream is realized, I’ll have no reason to go on living”. He also said that there were 

drastic differences between his dream and Santiago’s dream. Santiago wanted to fulfil and 

realise his dream in his future, but he wanted neither because he was moving his days so far 

happily only by recalling the dream . 

Certainly there are more differences between Crystal merchant and Santiago. 

Maryamrasheed has stated three different characteristics among them. He says, 

The first difference is that Santiago is open to new ideas and accepts any 

changes surrounding him. However, the merchant fears for any change 

because he does not want to take any risk and he thinks that he will earn less 

money. The second difference is that Santiago dreams about his sheep and the 

pyramids and wants to do it and realize it. On the other hand, the crystal 

merchant wants to visit Mecca to satisfy his fifth obligation, but he is scared to 

do it because he thinks that there will be no purpose in living. The last 

difference is that Santiago wants to travel to the Pyramids and find the 

treasure. But, the crystal merchant wants to visit Mecca to satisfy his fifth 

obligation. (Maryamrasheed, 2016) 

The lesson Santiago has learned after he was robbed and met Crystal merchant is that 

change is constant. But Merchant resisted changes in his life. If the merchant wants to be 
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successful, he must change. Though he is a Muslim devotee, and very religious in nature, 

always pronounces ‘Maktub’ and follows Koran, he never visited Mecca for useless reasons. 

On the contrary, Santiago wants to continue his journey and ready to face the challenges. He 

realises that dreams do not always come true, if one is waiting long. 

Santiago developed self-confidence after knowing that one must work on his dream to 

complete it, not just being kept on talking about it. He learnt what personal legend from the 

days of Tangier is. He motivated himself by saying that only after he was robbed, his lifestyle, 

customs have changed from a shepherd to a supervisor who can work innovatively to develop 

a crystal shop, though he had zero knowledge in crystal and things. He entered with an empty 

pocket and mind into the crystal merchant’s life, and then months after his presence 

illuminated the merchant’s life and shop, also he had earned well enough to buy thousands of 

sheep. By developing self confidence, Santiago made a good start again to pursue his journey 

towards his personal legend. 

Vijay R.More says that, “Coelho is a firm believer in the power of love. According to 

him, love is the only force which has the power to change the world”. (More, 2015)Third 

obstacle Santiago has faced in his days of reaching his treasure is interference of love. He 

found his lady love in the hot desert of Sahara. In the beginning of the story, Santiago was in 

love with a merchant daughter, to whom he wished to share every story of his days of 

shepherding. He badly wanted to impress her to make her fallen in love with him. Love is a 

unique gift for shaping ourselves, and that should not be hindrance to any of our success. The 

love Santiago has on the merchant daughter is just a physical attraction, but his love on the 

desert lady Fatima is a purest form of feeling, whereas love for a merchant girl merely has no 

spiritual element in it. 

When Santiago met her for the first time, he experienced a different level of happiness 

which brought him new life into him. Love is something older than humanity, more ancient 
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than the desert. Something that exerted the same force whenever two pairs of eyes met, just 

like how when they both met first near the well. Whenever Fatima was near he felt the mere 

soul and language of the world. He felt like both the languages were directly speaking to him. 

The magical moments he called. 

The moment he met her, he started to prefer her than his dreams. He had faced so many 

hindrances like leaving his homeland, parents, travelling to strange land, language barrier, 

missing his sheep and being shepherd, robbed, but the moment she came, he forgot all the 

hindrances and hardship he was crossing all over these days in his journey and treasured her 

love instead of following his treasure in Pyramid. This has shown the importance and 

dependency Santiago has on Fatima. 

Susan Woodward says, 

 

In The Alchemist, Fatima is a woman of the desert. According to the 

definition of that term in the novel, a woman of the desert accepts life as it 

comes, and she waits for her man who has gone out into the desert to return. 

She represents the love between a man and a woman to Santiago. On his 

journey, he has learned about the love of the Universe and the love of 

friendship, but it is through Fatima that he will learn the love between a 

husband and a wife. She tells him that he must complete his destined dream 

or else he will come to resent her for staying (no matter how much he loves 

her now). Once he completes his sacred purpose, she trusts that he will return 

to her and she will wait for him no matter how long it takes. She is a symbol 

of fidelity and trust. (Woodward, 2017) 

Love is positive motion in one’s life, which has some useful goal to complete. It should 

not act as an obstacle, a negative force in that person with goal’s life. He or she should be a 

moral supporter to the partner. Though Santiago wanted to give up his dream for Fatima and

https://www.enotes.com/topics/alchemist
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stay with her forever by abandoning his dream permanently regarding the Pyramid, 

Fatima, a moral supporter, who has understood the true meaning of love is scarification, has 

supported and pushed Santiago towards his goal. He got distracted by her, but being a desert 

woman, she played her role as a wife, lady love in a very perfect manner. Fatima told that it was 

a very usual situation in a desert woman’s life to send off her man who was in search of a 

treasure, who had a goal to pursue in his lie. The desert woman confidentially waits till her man 

returns. That confidence the woman has in her man is what true love is all about. Fatima 

believed that Santiago would return with a bag of treasure and take her with him.  

Also Alchemist says, 

You must understand that love never keeps a man from pursuing his destiny. If 

he abandons that pursuit, it’s because it wasn’t true love... the love that speaks 

the Language of the World. (Coelho 115) 

Love is not supposed to be binding and very dependent on the partner. One should always 

have his or her personal space though after loving each other deeply. Following wherever he 

or she goes, expecting the partner to be always physically present is not what true love is 

about. What Fatima does believe in Santiago is true love. She believes that one day he will 

come back with his treasure and take her back in his life as a man who has successful 

experience of achieving his own dream on a strange land after facing so many hindrances in 

his life. She said that one is loved because one is loved. No reason is needed for loving. 

Santiago felt hard to leave her girl on the oasis alone. He would definitely miss her but 

however he is going to come back to her, they believed, but if he resists starting his journey 

again, he would not get what he deserves, that is treasure, ever in his life again. 

In Gradesaver the editor says, 

 

Fatima is part of Santiago's fate; she does not stand in the way of his Personal 

Legend. This is the fundamental difference between true love and all other 

love. If one has to choose between a Personal Legend and love then that love 
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is not true love after all. (Gradesaver, 2008) 

From now on, Fatima would wait for Santiago with love and hope. She would look at 

the desert every day, and would try to guess under which star Santiago would be there in 

search of his treasure. She would send her kisses on the wind, hoping that the wind would 

touch the boy’s face, and would tell him that she was alive. She as a courageous woman 

would wait for her man who is definitely going to find his treasure in the Pyramid. Coelho 

says, “From that day on, desert would represent only one thing to her: the hope and his 

return:” (Coelho 118) 

Pursuing one's love interests as well as one's personal desires can often present a real 

conflict. In The Alchemist, though, this conflict is alleviated by the fact that the two things need 

not be mutually present. The primary purpose of one's life is one's Personal Legend. 

Once one identifies that, identifying true love is a relatively simple matter which can be easily 

attained by the successful man. True love is that love which does not get in the way of 

pursuing the Personal Legend. We must conclude, then, that love, although a powerful force 

in The Alchemist, is not primary. It is secondary to the Personal Legend. In the case of Fatima, 

she recognizes that Santiago must complete his mission or else he will not be living up to his 

potential. While this seems to relegate her to a supporting role, it is suggested that 

this is what she truly wants, and what is accepted by her community. Thus, in a way, she is also 

fulfilled. 

The fourth obstacle of Santiago is fear of failure. He is scared to take steps to proceed 

further anymore. All failures have lessons to teach something. The only thing the man has to 

do is observe the mistakes from his past failure. Keep tracking the mistakes, think well how to 

handle the mistakes genuinely, avoid repeating the mistake, do not regret for the past failures. 

Each and every negative experience has some benefits. Benefited from the past failures is the 

best method to handle the fear of failure. Prioritize the goal than any other general things. 

When the possibility of failure comes, deal it as a challenge; accomplish the mission with 
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better records. View the stress and fear over the failure as a challenge and face it with a fully 

fledged effort. Prepare the body and heart. That is mentally and physically to be prepared 

while facing the battle strongly. Plan the next moves, act accordingly. Visualizing the success 

will also help to motivate the person with lack of confidence. One’s she or he has imagined the 

victory, it would definitely push him or her towards the goal to achieve and taste the success, 

that visualization of success will make them to forget their fear of failure and destroy the 

hesitance they have. 

Louisa Christen says, 

 

The individual’s story is remarkable. Encompassing all of the events of one’s 

life, it manages to reveal an extraordinary amount of information about why a 

person is the way she is and where that person is hoping to go. It holds within 

it the explanation of behavioral tactics, why certain subjects are irrationally 

touchy, and how closely one’s ‘Personal Legend’ was followed. (Christen, 

2016) 

Yes, problems are given only to test how courageous the man is tackling the problems of 

his life. Fatima loves Santiago not only because he is handsome, but also he has impressed 

her with his personal legend. As she is a desert woman, she loves a brave man; she wants 

her man to have some personal goal to achieve in his life. And so she supported him and 

pushed him towards his goal. 

God gives his toughest battles to his strongest soldiers which means God will test his 

devotee only who is very strong and capable of handling the suffering. Karma is a subtle code 

that the Lord uses to register your good and bad actions on your subtle body. The process is so 

unique that actions of past lives are also kept and some are played out in this life. Some are 

wiped out in hell and heaven and some continue to follow you until they are played out. If one 

eats a cow, he will be reborn as a cow in his next birth. In that way, one can say that Santiago 

is experiencing the troubles maybe because of his deed that he has done in his previous birth or 
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he was chosen by the almighty to check the level of courage he has. 

Alchemist states the definition of fear of failure. He says that, “If a person is living out 

his destiny, he knows everything he needs to know. There is only one thing that makes a dream 

impossible to achieve: the fear of failure”. (Coelho 135) He also adds that if Santiago does not 

know how to turn himself into the wind, then he must be ready to die in the middle of the desert 

without realising his own destiny, just like millions of people were dying, who never even 

know what their destinies were. But the threat of life makes the people realise the urge of the 

thing he has to complete. So to save himself from the tribesman, Santiago now must turn 

himself into the wind. This mess was created by the Alchemist only to teach a good lesson to 

Santiago, so here Alchemist is playing the role of God, who has created a mess to Santiago only 

because Alchemist believed and he knew that Santiago had the capacity to turn himself into the 

wind and would save his life from the tribesman without seeking his help. Santiago was 

completely out of mind. He was scared to face the failure once again. 

 

He recalled the hurdles that he has been facing all over these months. He thought that 

turning himself into the wind was the toughest of all his obstacles. When he was robbed by a 

stranger he could solve the problem by earning the money he lost. When he lost faith in his 

dream he retained his self confidence and came back to pursue his journey towards treasure, 

but now this turning himself into another thing, the thing that has nobody ever accomplished. 

But to save himself from tribesmen and to attain his personal legend he had to accomplish it. 

Santiago was standing and just observing the same dunes, sands and deserts for three 

days and he was listening to the wise words of his heart. His heart was trying to motivate him 

to turn himself into wind, which is impossible he thought. He actually sensed that desert, 

dunes and sand have sensed his fear because all of them were speaking the same language. 

The language that he learned from Alchemist is nothing but the language of the world which 

was spoken by dunes, desert, sand and Santiago. 

On the third day Santiago reached the top of the cliff. Alchemist and other tribesmen 
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were seated away from Santiago to see him turning into wind. Santiago started talking to the 

desert, asking the desert to turn him into a winner because of love. He wanted to meet his love 

by completely reaching his goal in Egypt. To complete the goal, he has to cross the desert, to 

cross the desert he has to save himself from the tribesman, for that he has to turn himself into 

wind by the end of the day. Desert could blow wind into his face and he needed wind’s help, 

but wind told Santiago that he could not be wind because they both were completely different 

from each other. Santiago replies, 

That’s not true. I learned the alchemist’s secrets in my travels. I have inside me 

the wind, the deserts, the ocean, the stars and everything created in the 

universe. We were all made by the same hand, and we have the same soul. I 

want to be like you, able to reach every corner of the world, cross the seas, 

blow away the sands that cover my treasure, and carry the voice of the woman 

I love. (Coelho 140) 

Wind did not know what love is and so commenced to blow   harder. Wind cannot help 

him. Finally he asks the Sun, who knows what love is, but cannot help Santiago. The Sun 

suggests that Santiago ask the Hand that wrote all. So, Santiago understood that even Sun, 

wind, sand and desert do not know the real reason for their birth. They also did not have the 

self identity, just as Santiago has. Only the hand who created these could understand that it 

was a larger design that had moved the entire universe to the point at which six days of 

creation had evolved into a master work. Finally, Santiago "reached through to the Soul of the 

World, and saw that it was a part of the Soul of God. And he saw that the Soul of God was his 

own soul. And that he, a boy, could perform miracles." (Coelho 145) Once he had connected to 

the Soul of God, he performed the task and everyone was shocked to see that, whereas 

Alchemists who had already known this was going to happen were smiling in the corner. 

There is enough time in a day one has to make his project done. He has to utilize the time 

carefully. Even when they manage everything, at one point failure may come to them, at that 

moment they should not be demotivated thinking about it. The immediate thing they should do 



47  

is to move on from the failure. Only if the person keeps on thinking about the past failure, their 

next step will also end in failure because of the pessimistic feeling he has while taking his 

second attempt. Santiago also failed when he tried to befriend a stranger in a strange land, but 

this time he believed Alchemist, who is also a stranger for him in a strange land. Now only by 

the general advice of Alchemist, he followed his heart, learned the soul of the God, language of 

the world and succeeded himself in turning into the wind and finally made what is impossible. 

Adam Sexton says, 

The human characters have spoken of all things having souls; here the desert, 

the wind, and the sun can converse with a human (Santiago) in language that 

the human can understand. Consistent with the total transformation from the 

most realistic to the mythic is Santiago's contact with the Soul of God and of 

course his transformation into the wind. No wonder the tribal chief is 

impressed! Also, it's no surprise that the alchemist allows Santiago to make 

the rest of his journey to the pyramids alone. Certainly he has demonstrated 

that he can fend for himself. (Sexton, 2021) 

So after hearing the words of his heart, Santiago believed that he could transform 

himself into wind. He has also learned how to communicate to the bodiless wind, dunes, 

sand, sun, and desert and also to the hand which has created the entire universe. 

The fifth obstacle of Santiago is realising his own dream whether it is going to happen 

or not, whether he is going to hold the baggage of treasure that he deserves or not. He has 

travelled over many miles, many days, meeting many strangers, handling many hindrances for 

all these days. Finally he has reached the dunes of Pyramid in Africa where his treasure is 

hiding fewer than one of the dunes in the desert. He reached the place by following his heart. 

As Alchemist says Where your treasure is, there also will be your heart. By overcoming each 

of the four obstacles, Santiago finds himself worthy of the treasure in his dreams as he has 

come to understand why it is he is here. He reached the final state not only by following 

Melchizedek and Alchemist’s advice, but also by himself. They just guided him, but the path 
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was definitely chosen by him. 

Sura in her blog Huffpost says, 

With so many people around us who have not realized their dreams, we feel 

guilty realizing ours. So many people do not live in pursuit of deeper meaning 

and dreams. Why should we? We do not feel worthy of really achieving our 

dreams and therefore will often stop short of realizing it. 

We must see ourselves as worthy of accomplishing our dreams. Again, if we 

can envision it, why would it not be ours for the taking? 

When our dreams are closest to us, they will often feel most far. The last 

stretch towards your dream will seem most difficult. It will test your inner 

sense of worth, perseverance, and faith. 

We so deeply crave and want acceptance that we are willing to hold ourselves 

back to "be'' with others. Things didn't work out for others, why should they 

work out for us? We do not want to separate from the pack, or allow ourselves 

to soar higher. "Who are we?" we ask. 

Instead we should ask: "Who are we not?" (Sura, 2014) 

 

Santiago reached the desert and felt happy for following his heart’s wise words. He 

sees the pyramid in front of him which was illuminated by the moonlight. No project is 

completed until its objective has been achieved. He looked at the sands and dunes, searched for 

a perfect place to dig where his treasure is. He was overwhelmed when he saw the Pyramid 

and shed tears, he remembered the words of Alchemist that, "Be aware of the place where you 

are brought to tears. That's where I am, and that's where your treasure is." So he searched 

where his tears were. A scarab beetle was scuttling through the sand, he noted his tears there. 

Gone straight to that area, started digging it for the whole night, but ended in vain. He could 

not get to see the treasure he was looking for. He felt tired and sad. 

Suddenly troops of robbers appeared there and started attacking him. They thought 

that he was hiding his money under the dunes, so asking for money. He told about treasure,
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they did not believe and waited till next morning watching him digging. He could not find the 

treasure even after digging for two days. They took all the money he possessed and left him in 

the desert after beating him black and blue. When Santiago screamed at them that he was only 

looking for treasure because he dreamed twice about a buried treasure at the Egyptian 

pyramids. One of the thieves told him that he had a recurring dream about a buried treasure, 

except his dream told him to go to an abandoned church in Spain where shepherds often took 

their sheep to rest. 

In his dream, the thief said that there was a sycamore growing out of the ruins of the 

sacristy, and he was told that, if he dug at the roots of the sycamore, he would find a hidden 

treasure. But he was not so stupid as to cross an entire desert just because of a recurrent 

dream. He realised now where his treasures were. He was laughing sitting over the sands of 

the Pyramid where he shed tears. Like Crystal Merchant, that thief who has not followed his 

dream is a foil character in The Alchemist, but if he followed the dream, maybe Santiago 

would not be able to get that treasure, so anything happened so far is always for good reason. 

One small barrier to Santiago is language. He is a young shepherd, who was roaming 

around the fields of Andalusia with his sheep. He did not go to school; all he knew was Spain 

and Latin, the languages spoken in his country. He learned things by reading books, he read 

only to kill his boring time when the sheep were having their lunch in meadows. He preferred 

books with a mass number of pages because he would use the book later as a pillow whenever 

he wishes to take rest. He is a curious, headstrong, determinant person. He wanted to learn 

everything around him. He has good grasping power. 

F.P.Julia states, 

 

The journey across the desert teaches him many important lessons, perhaps 

most importantly that of the universal language. We have all experienced the 
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universal language – an unspoken understanding between people that exists 

despite a language barrier or cultural differences. But as Paulo Coelho points 

out, we don’t always use this language. We get so caught up with daily life 

that we don’t take the time to understand the language of the trees, the sky, the 

ocean, or even the eyes of someone else looking into ours, not saying a word. 

(Julia, 2012) 

Santiago has a dream about his treasure that near the Pyramid in Egypt, there was a 

box of treasure waiting for him. He has to face more hard tasks before reaching his goal. 

Tangier was one of the places in Africa where he had to cross it to reach Egypt. It is a strange 

land, strange people and also strange language. Tangier people have spoken Arabic. He did not 

know Arabic. Because of that he lost all his money to a stranger whom he believed and shared 

about his destiny. If he had known Arabic, the bar owner’s warning might be understood by 

Santiago and he could have saved his money from the stranger, but because of his lack of 

knowledge in Arabic, he could not understand the bar owner’s good heart and believed the 

stranger’s words, gone out from the bar later lost his money. 

Then he met a candy merchant from him and he bought candies. He was roaming 

around the streets of Tangier hopelessly where he gained to learn the money he has lost again 

in the future however. He believed that not everyone needs a language to communicate. 

Thoughts between two people can be shared clearly without proper language also. Because he 

was a shepherd taking care of sheep. He did not know the language of sheep or any animal, but 

he was a successful shepherd. One main thing in communication understands the soul of the 

other person. He realises that “If I can learn to understand this language without words, I can 

learn to understand the world.” (Coelho 41) 

When he entered into the land of Tangier, he felt complete strange and scared after 

losing his entire money he had earned because of lack of knowledge in Arabic, but days later 
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after working in crystal merchant’s shop for months, he learned Arabic by speaking to the 

customers and completely changed himself as a Arabic man dressed up in Arabian clothing of 

white linen. Later he also learned the language of love and found Fatima, his first treasure in 

the oasis, the language of enthusiasm from his sheep, language of the world, universal 

language from Alchemist, language of sun, wind, desert, and finally the language of God also. 

Omens are the other things which have played a major part in the success story of 

Santiago’s quest. Omens helped him achieve his goal, and cleared the hard paths of Santiago. It 

guided him. There are many omens in The Alchemist Gypsy woman, Urim and Thummim, 

Butterflies, Melchizedek, Santiago to crystal merchant, Fatima, Alchemist, Flight of Hawks 

and scarab beetles. All these have helped him to achieve his goal. He could also have 

succeeded his goal without them only by his determination, self confidence but only these 

omens made his way easy. Among all the omens, Melchizedek, Fatima, Gypsy woman, 

Alchemist were the characters who were considered as a good omen for his journey towards 

his personal legend. 

Motivation makes a man believe in himself, and it stimulates inner belief. Motivation 

is completely different from inspiration. Inspiration is only thought of but motivation is for 

action. It inspires and encourages human beings to do more things confidently. It pushes the 

person into action. It is extremely powerful and it is a driving force to proceed further in the 

personal legend of a person. People with this motivation become more dynamic, personally 

and professionally. One who is motivated will definitely succeed in his goal. Santiago is 

motivated by five important characters such as Melchizedek, who claims to be the King of 

Salem, Crystal merchant, who makes him survive in a place, Fatima, whom he loves most, the 

alchemist, who guides him to connect with the mystical Soul of the World and ultimately 
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the thief, who says about his own dream. Their motivational words here are considered to be 

significant in his destiny. 

Amanda Wiesner – Groff says, 

 

As mentioned, omens play a large role in Santiago's journey throughout the 

novel. From the very beginning, omens, signs or symbols that foretell the 

future, are introduced as portents that should not be ignored, since they are 

messages sent by the universe. In the novel, omens show up as precious 

stones, characters, and experiences in the desert. We will go into each category 

of these omens with more detail in order to get a better understanding of their 

presence. (Groff, 2017) 

Gypsy woman is the first omen in his journey. When he had dreamt twice about the 

treasure, he got confused by the dream and wanted to discover the meaning behind his dreams. 

When he approached Gypsy woman, she explained his dream. Unless Gypsy woman 

explained his dream, he could not begin his journey of personal legend. She says, “And 

dreams are the language of God. When he speaks in our language, I can interpret what he has 

said. But if he speaks in the language of the soul, it is only you who can understand. But, 

whichever it is, I’m going to charge you for the consultation”. (Coelho 12) 

Next is Melchizedek, the old king of Salem. Melchizedek, a mystical and mythical 

figure appears for a short period in the novel, but he plays a key role as he introduces many key 

concepts of the novel and sets the tone. Most importantly he introduces the Law of Attraction. 

“And when you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to achieve it.” 

(Coelho 21) Santiago first feels irritated by his presence. He was confused between Gypsy 

woman and Melchizedek. Only after the arrival of Melchizedek, Santiago had a clear view 

about his journey. His presence shaped the dream of Santiago. 
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Keithpp says, 

 

Advice does not come cheap, everything in life has a price, and the old man 

charges Santiago a tenth of his flock of sheep. But he wishes him well and 

points him in the right direction of the Pyramids should he wish to find his 

treasure. After Santiago departs on his journey, we learn three things, that 

Melchizedek knew Abraham, that he only charged him ten percent of what he 

possessed for his help and that he is immortal. Some say he is God, others that 

he is Jesus. Maybe an avatar of God. (Keithpp, 2010) 

In The Alchemist, as he watches Santiago sail off into the distance, the wise old man 

reflects on his life, Gods do not have desires because they do not have destinies, but he 

desperately hope the shepherd boy Santiago will be successful. He hopes he will not be 

forgotten, that he will remember that he met Melchizedek, King of Salem. ‘I know it’s the 

vanities, as you said my Lord. But an old king sometimes has to take some pride in himself.’ 

Now it’s Urim and Thummim, the other omens. When Melchizedek leaves, he gives 

two magical stones to Santiago. The two stones are named as Urim and Thummim. Those two 

stones will help Santiago choose the right decision. By asking objective type questions, he can 

clarify his mind and hesitation. Those two stones will always make Santiago feel the presence 

of Melchizedek. He depends upon the stones on a few occasions, but he has not used the 

stones more than only one time in the entire novel. The stones tell him that the blessing of 

Melchizedek is always with him. After being robbed by a stranger in Tangier, Santiago lost 

his confidence to face new challenges and hindrances on his journey, but later he decided to 

continue his journey by the power of these two stones. “Who knows ... maybe it’s better to be 

like the crystal merchant: never go to Mecca, and just go through life wanting 
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to do so, he thought, again trying to convince himself. But as he held Urim and Thummim and 

the will of the old king.” (Coelho 61) 

Many things were positive omens to Santiago in this novel, but Santiago himself is a 

good omen for the crystal merchant, one who does not have confidence to pursue new ideas 

and his dream. Crystal merchant lives in Tangier, where Santiago was robbed by a stranger. 

Santiago directly went t a crystal shop and asked for a job, that shop belongs to a crystal 

merchant. As per the teachings of Koran, the crystal merchant gave him food, but Santiago did 

not want it as an offering so he cleaned the crystals in his shop. Crystal shop was there for 

thirty years, an undeveloped shop. Merchant generally would not have more customers; he 

was sitting simply in his shop for all the day, watching the passers-by. But the moment 

Santiago came into his shop, two customers visited his shop. And so he let him work in his 

shop. Also Santiago worked hard and gave innovative ideas to the merchant and because of 

that, his shop got more development in a short span of a year.  “The boy’s very presence in the 

shop was an omen, and, as time passed and money was pouring into the cash drawer, he had 

no regrets about having hired the boy”. (Coelho 50) 

Another three small omens that have guided Santiago to his journey are Butterflies, 

Flight of Hawks and Scarab beetles. 

One of the editors of Sparknotes writes that, 

 

Omens also serve to demonstrate Santiago’s spiritual growth throughout the 

story. The omens that Santiago experiences grow in relevance from being 

small, limited events to important visions that affect many lives. Omens 

become more and more important, signifying that Santiago is getting closer to 

understanding the pure Language of the World. (2021) 
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Butterflies appear as an omen when Melchizedek advises Santiago to follow the 

omens, as God has prepared a path for everyone to follow. Suddenly a butterfly appeared and 

fluttered between them. Santiago remembered his grandfather liked crickets as omens' 

expectations .He also liked Lizard and four-leaf clovers as omens, Butterflies are the good 

omen. Flight of Hawks appeared in the second section when Santiago, Englishman and 

Caravan driver were staying in the oasis and waiting for the end of the days of the war to 

continue their journey, there appeared a flight of hawks in the sky. That bird has no pattern, 

which made a certain kind of sense to Santiago. He followed the movement of the birds, 

trying to read something into it. Maybe these desert birds could explain to him the meaning of 

love without ownership. “I am learning the Language of the world, and everything in the 

world is beginning to make sense to me ... even the flight of the hawks' ', he said to himself 

(Coelho 95) That bird suddenly made a flashing dive through the sky, attacking others. That 

brought a fleeting image into his vision. Santiago sensed a danger; the birds are the negative 

omens denoted that the army is going to invade the oasis as soon as possible, the war is not 

going to end as per they expected. Third omen is Scarab beetles, which appeared in the last 

stage of Santiago’s journey, a happy stage. He reached Pyramid, searched for a dune to dig 

and find his treasure, there appeared scarab beetles that were scuttling through the sands 

where he shed his happy tears after realising he reached Pyramid. 

The Alchemist, who is another important omen as Melchizedek. Melchizedek made 

Santiago to realise his dream and he initiated the journey because of his words, then later he 

got certain distraction and interference by love, at that time came Alchemist, two hundred years 

old alchemist, who mastered over Philosopher’s stone, Elixir of life and Universal language. 

He was also living in the oasis. He taught Santiago Alchemy, how to follow one’s heart, not to 

show one’s fear in his eyes, built up a courage in his heart to transfer himself into
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wind, made him to communicate with the five elements of the universe that are sun, wind, sand 

and also to the hand who created the entire universe, the God. 

He taught the soul of the world to him. When Santiago gets a little distracted by love, 

he advises that, “You must understand that love never keeps a man from pursuing his destiny. 

If he abandons that pursuit, it’s because it wasn’t true love ... the love that speaks the 

Language of the World.” (Coelho 115) 

Alchemist also advised Santiago to follow his heart, because only his heart knows the 

Soul of the World. Though his heart does not always direct him to the positive ways and does 

not alert the danger he is going to face, Alchemist advised to follow the words of the heart. 

But Santiago thought that his heart is traitor that leads him to fear, robbery, interference of 

love, lack of hope. He advises Santiago to read his heart completely, understand it and try to 

separate the desires he deserves and desires he wants. He says that The Soul of the world tests 

everything that was learned along the way. because one can, in addition to realising our 

dreams, master the lessons learned move toward that dream. That is the point at which most 

people would give up believing and realising their dream. It is the point at which, as one says 

in the language of the desert, ‘one dies of thirst just when the palm trees have appeared on the 

horizon’. Finally by following heart, he developed inner confidence, and succeeded in his 

journey of his personal legend. Alchemist not only shaped Santiago mentally but also he did 

materialistic help just like Melchizedek gave him Urim and Thummim, he made gold and gave 

one part of it to him by saying that, this is for you. To make up for what you gave to the 

general.  Alchemist made him believe in his personal legend and pushed his mind and heart 

towards the treasure in the Pyramid. 
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Semi-Autobiographical Element in The Alchemist 

 

Paulo Coelho is a Brazilian novelist, who is the man behind the most optimistic novel 

The Alchemist which urges humans to follow their personal legend without any hesitation and 

delay, was a spiritual guru to his followers. Though he inspired people from different lands 

and today he is an illuminating writer, who was the reason behind many successful humans, he 

also has many bad days in his life. He takes human issues as his central concept for most of 

his novels. In his fiction, unlike Shakespear’s epic heroes were struggling in their life, normal 

heroes suffer the most. 

Ewa Zubek says, 

Immensely quotable, universally appealing, read all over the world — that’s 

Paulo Coelho, the indisputable king of popular Brazilian literature. The man 

behind The Alchemist, one of the bestselling novels ever written, may be a 

spiritual guru to many, but his past is marked by episodes of black magic, 

drugs and orgies. (Zubek, 2016) 

In his novel The Alchemist, one can trace the similar characterisation between author 

of the novel names Paulo Coelho and protagonist of the novel names Santiago. Both were 

facing struggles, searched for identity, both have attained spiritual transformation after 

travelling to a place. Though The Alchemist is not an autobiographical work of Coelho, 

readers can trace the similarities. 

 

Coelho’s life before The Alchemist is not stable and clear. He experienced an isolated 

life. When he told his parents about his dream of becoming a writer, they mocked at him and 

demotivated him. While he was studying in Jesuit school, he developed his dream and later he 

made that as his goal. But his parents were trying to destroy his dream of becoming a writer. 

Same as Coelho, when Santiago told about his dream to his parents about knowing the world 

then knowing God and learning about man’s sins, they also neglected his dream. 

Santiago preferred shepherding but their parents wanted him to become a priest. Coelho’s 

http://theculturetrip.com/south-america/brazil/articles/jos-de-alencar-s-iracema-a-tale-of-love-betrayal-and-the-birth-of-brazil/
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parents wanted him to become an Engineer. Both Coelho’s and Santiago’s family are 

completely spiritual followers. 

“Everything that happens once can never happen again. But everything that happens 

twice will surely happen a third time.” (Coelho 148) Another good example to denote the 

semi-autobiographical element in The Alchemist is this quote. In the teen stage of Coelho, 

after reading a work of The Tropic of Cancer by Henry Miller, Coelho has started to follow 

the theme and acquired the characters of the protagonist of that particular novel; he also 

wanted to leave outside the social and moral conventions and started rebelling against his 

parents. His parents got irritated and admitted him to the mental clinic at the age of 19. They 

spotted the madness in Coelho’s attitude. He was tormented in the hospital by getting 

electrical shock to his genitals and administered with high dosage medicines for 20 days. He 

escaped from the hospital, but again his parents admitted him after 60 days, again he escaped 

and lived alone without food and money. They did it for the third time also. Then he joined 

theatre and began working as an actor, journalist, writer and director which again met 

disapproval of his parents. 

Same thing happened to Santiago. As Coelho was admitted in the mental clinic three 

times, Santiago loses his money thrice. He was robbed by a stranger in the streets of Tangier, 

which he got by selling his sheep to his friend and Melchizedek. Second time this happened 

was when Santiago and Alchemist were travelling to the Sahara desert crossing the oasis. 

There appeared tribes men who took all the money he had that he earned from working hard in 

crystal merchant’s shop for more than a year, and for the last time, he lost his money to the 

robbers when he reached Pyramid and was digging the dunes to find his treasure . So just like 

Paulo Coelho, Santiago also gets into three devastating experiences 

After all these tormenting experiences, he finally decided to lead a normal life. He went 

on pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela to know the truth of life from where the real journey 

of his life began. The dream of becoming a writer came to reality only after his pilgrimage as 

the journey put him on the road of his dreams. The road to Santiago is the mystical road of 700 
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kilometers long, which taught him some basic truth about life like learning to have a goal, not 

to complicate things and learnt to be observant. In 1987, one year after he returned from 

Santiago, he wrote Pilgrimage, which relates his own experiences in search of spiritual quest. 

Finally, he realized his personal legend to become a writer. He learns and writes that there is no 

sin in being happy and one must realize his dreams. His genius lies 

in the fact that he has made his readers to believe in themselves and encouraged them to 

follow their personal legend. He decided to write another book, which means a second 

symbolic book, a metaphor of his life, The Alchemist. The universal dimension presented in 

The Alchemist has made Paulo Coelho a leading writer of the international community. 

Like how Santiago was being a shepherd with bookish knowledge, he wanted to find 

himself. He started to think inferior for being a shepherd when he loved a girl, daughter of a 

merchant. He also wanted to roam around the world and to gain knowledge about all the nooks 

and corners of the world. So when the Gypsy woman explained about his dream and asked 

him to follow the dream by reaching  the Pyramid  to realise his treasure, he hesitated at first 

but somehow gained confidence after realising how important it was not follow one’s personal 

legends by the wise words of Melchizedek. He travelled across many strange lands, met 

strange people, faced many hindrances, guided by good omens whenever he was detracted and 

finally after years he reached Pyramid, the place where his treasure was hidden. But he could 

not find his treasure in any dunes of the Pyramid and heard from one of the robbers that he 

also had a similar dream like Santiago. He said that he dreamed of a treasure across the fields 

of Spain under a ruined church where a shepherd and his sheep slept. He was shocked to hear 

that and started laughing continuously because he knew finally where his treasure was. He ran 

to his country and after digging for just half an hour, he found his treasure. He thought that life 

really was generous to the person who pursues their destiny. 

Santiago says, 

 

When I have been truly searching for my treasure, everyday has been 

luminous, because I’ve known that every hour was a part of the dream ... 
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When I have been truly searching for my treasure, I’ve discovered things 

along the way that I never would have seen had I not had the courage to try 

things that seemed impossible for a shepherd to achieve. (Coelho 125) 

Paulo Coelho has given the name of his protagonist Santiago deliberately and 

wilfully. In Spanish, Santiago denotes St. James, who is Apostle James, one of the twelve 

initial followers of Jesus. According to the Roman Catholics, Santiago is the patron saint of 

Spain and he is resting in the Spanish town of Santiago de Compostela. This place is 

considered as the third highest place after Jerusalem and Rome where millions of followers 

visit the grave of St. James. Santiago resembles the pilgrims who seek spiritual connection. 

Juneja says about The Alchemist that, 

 

Some critics call ‘The Alchemist’, an oversimplified version of new age 

philosophy and mysticism. Most of the characters are used for imparting the 

wisdom of the author rather than showing their own personal struggles beyond 

the surface level. The difficult quest of finding oneself and one's destiny is 

resolved very easily by magical realism and romanticism which doesn't always 

happen in real life. (Juneja, 2020) 

O, The Oprah Magazine is an American monthly magazine founded by Oprah Winfrey 

and Hearst Communications (American Multinational mass media) and primarily marketed at 

women. For the celebration of 25 years of the publication of the novel The 

Alchemist, founder and the journalist named Oprah Winfrey interviewed the author Paulo 

Coelho, where he opened up and discussed the struggles he had while publishing it. Author 

told in the interview that he took just two weeks to complete writing the novel The Alchemist. 

And he was fascinated by the drama The old man and the sea written by Ernest Hemingway in 

which the main character’s name is Santiago, and so he named the protagonist of his novel as 

Santiago. When one lacks the enthusiasm, he would not follow the personal legend; he is 

betraying his own personal legend. He said that even though someone did anything wrong on 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oprah_Winfrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oprah_Winfrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oprah_Winfrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearst_Communications
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his way to journey, God will forgive them and put him back on track just because he is a good 

soul. 

Coelho clearly states his mindset before the publication of The Alchemist. 

 

It was during that time—I was 39 years old—that I decided I had a dream I 

could no longer live without fulfilling. It was killing me. So I quit everything 

to write full-time. I had been worried about hurting my wife and my parents. 

But I realized that they wanted to see me happy. (Coelho, 2014) 

He said that, if someone has a clear goal, however that person will definitely achieve 

it. He states the clear definition of alchemy in the interview, 

But Oprah, you want to know: Did I write The Alchemist? I'm not sure. I am 

sure that I was a good instrument. That I went through all these experiences—

crazed, outcast—and then wrote a book that is, let's be honest, much better 

than I am. So you follow your heart, and then one day you manifest 

something. This is the real alchemy. (Coelho, 2014)
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     Summation 

 

Problems are opportunities in disguise. Everyone on the earth has to face the problem at least 

once in his life. Life would be boring without ups and downs. Challenges are the only things 

that keep the human’s brain active in status. If man does not have any problem, he will take 

rest mentally and physically and what is the purpose for his creation? If he has to eat for his 

hunger and sleep for his tiredness, then he has to work hard to acquire food and shelter. 

Problems are so common, but what the beauty is, managing the crisis carefully by observing 

the mistakes he has done, leading the life with less complaints, walking happily with optimistic 

mind, always holding the courage to face new challenges, stepping into the next task even after 

facing many failures in the past tasks are matter the real man. 

 
Rudyard Kipping in his poem Manliness says that one can possess the entire earth and 

could be a real man, 

If you can dream and not make dreams your master;    

If you can think and not make thoughts your aim; 

If you can meet with triumph and disaster; 

And treat those two impostors just the same; 

(Kipping, 9-12) 

  

R.A.Nurfajrina says in his thesis The influence of dream on Santiago’s life in The 

Alchemist by Paulo Coelho that, “Dream is one or more events which happen in people’s 

mind when they are sleeping. In dreams, there are many events which appear during sleep: 

they can be a real event from our life, experience and impossible or screwy things”. 

(Nurfajrina, 2015) Many people believe that dreams have certain meanings. They ask a dream 

interpreter or oracle if they get an uncommon dream. A dream and real life have certain 

relationships. Freud argued that all the materials composing the content of a dream are 

derived from experience that it is reproduced or remembered in the dream-this at least may be 

accepted as an incontestable fact. 
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Almost in every sleep people can get different dreams every day. Every dream has a 

different meaning. Freud stated in his Interpretation of dreams that even if every dream has a 

meaning and psychic value, the possibility of its meaning may not be the same for every 

dream. He further adds, some dreams can be so intriguing that the dreamer wants to make it 

real. For example, in a dream, a person becomes a successful one after trying and working 

hard. Then the dream feels motivated due to the dream that he got, and he or she attempted to 

be successful like in the dream. “Thus the wish to sleep must always be included among the 

motives for the formation of dreams, and every successful dream is a fulfillment of this wish”. 

(Freud 181) 

As in the life of Santiago, the protagonist of Alchemist, had an influence from his 

dream and was always annoyed to know the meaning of it. He thought about the meaning of 

his dream all day. Although he feels that his dream is something to be neglected, he was still 

curious why he got the dream like finding a treasure for twice. The treasure Santiago seeks is 

the symbol of the personal dream or destiny, but he is happy to give up on it when he finds the 

woman of his dreams in a desert oasis. The alchemist he meets in the desert tells him that the 

love of his woman will only be proved real if she is willing to support his search for treasure. 

Santiago’s dilemma is about the conflict between love and personal dreams. Too often we see 

a love relationship as the meaning of our life but the obsession with romantic coupling can cut 

us off from a life more connected with the rest of the world. Live your life around the dream 

and there will be more ‘heart’ in your life than you can comprehend: 

Each line of Coelho’s in Alchemist was highly optimistic and influential as he played 

magic with his wand. The boy was helped by everyone , got inspiration from every little thing 

and he had a full spirit that he even sucked energy from the desert (usually used for negative 

sense), made all the impossible  possible. He tackled all the temptations during his journey; as 

Coelho quotes: When you really want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to 

achieve it. 
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Much of self-help literature is about pursuing our destiny, but dreams do not always 

pull us along; they speak persistently but quietly, and it does not take much effort to smother 

the inner voices. After all, no one is willing to risk comfort, routine, security and existing 

relationships to follow something that, to others, looks like a mirage. It takes courage, and 

dog-eared to admit stained copies of Coelho’s classic has become the constant companion of 

people who need to make fearless decisions daily to keep true to a larger vision. 

The experiences of Santiago reveal that life is generous to those who pursue their 

destiny. And it gives us the inspiration to follow our dreams by seeing the world through our 

own eyes and not someone else's. Coelho’s writing is beautifully poetic, but his message is 

more significant. His books have had a life-enhancing impact on millions of people. The 

mystic quality in the unique adventures of the boy, Santiago, may bring not only him but others 

who read this excellent book closer towards recognizing and reaching their inner destinies. 

This fable is a roseate amalgam of spiritual quest, existential puzzle, lovely sensitivity and 

profound strength. 

People are afraid to pursue their most important dreams because they feel that they do 

not deserve them, or that they will be unable to achieve them. We, their hearts , become fearful 

just thinking of loved ones who go away forever, or of moments that could have been good but 

weren't , or of treasures that might have been found but were forever hidden in the sands. 

Because, when these things happen, we suffer terribly. The words of the alchemist had a lot of 

impact on Santiago; he decided to follow his heart. He and his heart became good friends, and 

neither was capable now of betraying the other. When his heart spoke to him, it was to provide 

a stimulus to the boy and to give him strength, because the days of silence there in the desert 

were wearisome. 
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Nurul Aini in his Journal stated about all the Positive and Negative reviews on the 

novel The Alchemist written by Paulo Coelho. In that Amit, one of the random readers from 

India says that,  

There are too many things one can learn from The Alchemist. It’s all about 

following your dream and about taking the risk of following your dreams, 

which is actually so difficult to do and there are very few people in this world 

who actually do, the risk it all just to follow your heart and your dream. (Aini, 

2015 ) 

When a man completely falls in love with his personal legend, everything around him 

will guide and lead the task which he has to accomplish. The alchemist suggested Santiago 

always keeps listening to his heart. Even if he pretends not to have heard what it tells him, it 

will always be there inside him, repeating the things that he might be thinking about life and 

the world. He also said that Santiago will never be able to escape from his heart. So it's better 

to listen to what it has to say. Hobbies are important because they keep the person happy. 

Santiago’s hobby and passion are learning all about the world. He stood against his father’s 

wishes and succeeded his dream of acknowledging all sides of the universe. 

Yes, Santiago may not have found his treasure in the Pyramid, but he learnt whatever 

he has to know. Travelling around the world is not only for discovering the places, clicking 

pictures with the incredible places of that particular city, tasting the authentic foods of the 

country, shopping in the best malls etc… The most important thing that one could acquire by 

encountering new places is, finding new people, befriending with them, learning the culture of 

the country from them, getting good hostile from the new people one has met are those. 

That is exactly what Santiago did. When he met Gypsy woman, he got to know about his 

dreams, then he met Melchizedek which made him understand the significance of his 

recurrent dreams, next he travelled to Tangier, met a stranger, befriended him, believed that 

man and lost his entire money. It is totally acceptable to learn things from the failure, from 
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then he never believed a stranger and did not open up to anyone whoever he met strange and 

shared about his journey towards his personal legend. He met a Crystal merchant from who he 

learnt not to give up on a goal whatever be the situation and also that unless one worked hard 

for the dream, he could not taste the fruit of success. Imagining like achieving our dreams 

would make the person to feel satisfied but he is definitely not realising his dream. 

Next he met an Englishman, the one who introduced Alchemist to him. The 

Englishman made him realize that one should be patient to achieve the goal he desired. And 

Then he met his love of the life, Fatima who taught him what is love, how one should be 

loved, the personal space between the couple, moral support is one important intimacy 

between two souls and also how courageous desert women are. He learnt the language of love 

from her and had his love at first sight experience. Then there is the Alchemist, one who 

guided him throughout the journey. As he considered Melchizedek as his preacher and 

followed his words till the end of his destination, he took Alchemist as his guru. He advised 

him to follow what his heart is saying. When Santiago did not have faith in himself, he was the 

one who made him believe in himself by letting him complete the toughest task. The task was 

turning himself into a wind. It is impossible to turn a normal human into one of the five 

elements gifted by nature. But as per the advice of Alchemist, he followed his heart and talked 

to God and he was finally doing what is impossible. He also learnt the language of soul, 

language of God, language of world and five elements from Alchemist. Finally the robber, 

from whom he came to know one biggest thing for which he was aching for nearly over many 

months, his treasure. Unless that robber was talking about his dream of finding treasure under 

the sycamore tree, he could not come to know that the treasure was hidden where he was 

shepherding in all those days. From each step Santiago has learned something useful to his 

life, and from each person he shaped his entire journey. 

 

“Omens are the individual language in which God talks to you. My omens are not your 

omen”, says Paulo Coelho in an interview giving to Laura Sheahen for Beliefnet. (Coelho, 

2010) Of course in the current century people were completely against superstitions, Coelho 
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included those in The Alchemist to direct Santiago’s path towards his personal legend. 

Butterfly which fluttered its wings before him induced that he was in his perfect time to begin 

the adventure, Flight of hawks made him aware of war in the oasis; Urim and Thummim 

helped him to pick the correct decision when he was in the confused state. Scarab beetles, the 

symbol of God in Europe ushered him to find where he has to dig to get his treasure. So by 

including omens, Coelho made sure again that if one person is so keen on his personal legend, 

the whole universe will help him to reach the stage where he desired to. 

Tom-Butler Bowdon says that, 

 

Much of self-help literature is about pursuing our destiny, but dreams do not 

always pull us along; they speak persistently but quietly, and it does not take 

much effort to smother the inner voices. Who is willing to risk comfort, 

routine, security and existing relationships to follow something that to others 

looks like a mirage? It takes courage, and dog-eared, stained copies of 

Coelho’s classic have become the constant companion of people who need to 

make fearless decisions daily to keep true to a larger vision. (Bowdon, 2011) 

This novel deals with the significance of recurring one’s personal legend by stating the 

character named Santiago, a young shepherd who is willing to know the entire universal and 

language of the world. This novel made clear the thing that one should follow his personal 

legend along with not getting distracted from enjoying every moment of his life. 

Life is a gift, presented by the Almighty, you only live once so have a goal; keep working on it; 

rectify the mistakes from the failure; enjoy each second and finally come through with flying 

colors. One should not be always working on to complete the task. There must be a certain 

time for every task one has to accomplish. Play when you are 10, study when you're 

20, work when you are 30. Taste the fruit of success by concentrating on the goal meanwhile 

do not forget to drink the dews of happiness and entertainment. 

The person with a clear state of mind can succeed in his dream if he tries to face the 
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hindrances with courage. Santiago has encountered many problems, but he did not take rest. 

Reaching one’s destiny is never easy which needs vision, strength, persistence, patience and 

last but not least one should listen to what his heart says. Author used plain text to narrate the 

story because he wanted all his readers to read the hurdles faced by Santiago and observe the 

way he tackled the hurdles with positive attitudes. This book is similar to The Bhagavad gita, 

The Koran, The Bible to the readers, through which they can learn what they need to lead their 

life happily and optimistically. From saying “I’m too insignificant to conquer the world” 

(Coelho 37) to “It’s true; life really is generous to those who pursue their destiny” (Coelho 

160). Santiago made the readers of the novel The Alchemist to believe that nothing is 

impossible for believers. The thesis concludes with the point that think twice, have a personal 

legend, act smart according to the plan, learn from the past mistakes, tackle the obstacles 

finally taste the fruit of success just how Santiago did. 
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